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be sent to the different States, ten thousand dol- 
jars will not be sufficient to defray the expense of | 
the work. It will cost, I am advised, fifty thou- | 
sand dollars at least; and if {am mistaken in this, 
| trust the chairman of the committee will correct 
me. I merely mention this for the purpose of 
showing that the interpretation given to the law 
by the Senator from Maryland is incorrect. If | 
Congress had intended to give to the census board 
wer to make a contract for printing, they would | 
have made an appropriation sufficient to cover the 
expensee Hence I return to my former position, | 
that the object of creating the board was that they 
| 















should go no further than to institute inquiries, | 
and report the result of those inquiries to Congress, | 
and the question of the census in all its bearings 
would then come before us at this session for set- 
flement. Therefore, I think it is entirely proper 
togive that direction to this subject that will tax | 
the Treasury the least, without any reference to 
the action of this board; for I contend that if they 
have been making contracts with A, B, or C, the 
do not find authority for it under the act whic 
constitutes the board, 

Mr. HALE. 1 would suggest that we are wast- 
ing a great deal of time unnecessarily; because 
whatever action we may take on the subject of | 
printing, the printers will have pretty much their | 
own way. I will give an illustration of the way | 
in which they manage. We had a pamphlet 
printed at the last session at a cost of twelve thou- 
sand five hundred dollars for ten thousand copies, 
being at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per copy. This too was under a contract, 
which was declared to be so low that the contract- 
ors wanted to get off. It makes no sort of differ- 
ence, sir, what laws we pass, we shall be plucked; 
the public chest will be robbed; we shall be swin- 
dled. Itis only lost time therefore to debate about 
this printing, for they will have the money, as they 
got the twelve thousand five hundred dollars for a 
work which was not worth more than five or six 
hundred dollars. We may as well submit to it, 
for we shal! be plucked in the end; and if they do | 
not get their money they will come here with | 
claims for meritorious services fifty years hence, 
and then we shall have to pay interest upon it. 

Mr.SMITH. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire has a very compendious method of arguing 
the subject. It may be very correct in the general |, 
view of it, but it has very little to do with the | 
particular matter under consideration now. The 
main ground of anxiety, which I have on this sub- 
ject, is based upon the full and satisfactory belief 
that if this amendment prevails, it will amount || 
substantially toa defeat of the bill. My friend || 
from Indiana says, that the rule we are about to 
make on this subject, settles inevitably the ques- | 
tion of printing—the ultimate printing of what is 
usually denominated the census. Well, sir, that 
is not inthe amendment of my friend; that amend- 
ment is limited to the preparatory printing. In 
the bill or substitute of the Senator from Georgia, 
there is nothing about printing, one way or the 
other. It makes no provision for the printing of 

| 











what is usually called the census, and in regard 
to the original bill—I mean the one reported by 
the chairman of the committee, who does not seem 
distinctly to recollect how it stood—when it was 
reported to the Senate, it made provision, in the 
rst place, for the preparatory printing, and in the 
ae a, for the ultimate printing of what is usual- 
y called the census. When the bill was before the 
Senate for the first time—so long ago that it seems 
to have been forgotten in a great degree—that part 
of the bill which provided for the ultimate print- 
ae of the census, was stricken entirely out; the 
Object of the Senate in striking it out being, to 
. ve the regulation of the matter to Congress at 
€ next session. It will be a question of very 
Considerable importance whether it shall be let out 
.. contract or not. I say that in the original bill, 
heey 's nothing that relates to the subject of print- 
ae xcept to preparatory printing; and when that 
aa of the bill was under consideration, the Sen- 
ecided that it would not put it out by contract. 

Ow we have the bill of the Senator from Georgia— 





| gether with the instructions. 








FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 1850. 





whose absence we all lament—and there is nothing | 
in that bill about printing, either one way or the oth- 
er; andthe reason why hedid not put into that billa 
provision for the preparatory printing was, be- | 
cause he was of opinion that adequate provision || 
was already made on that subject, in the law that || 
was enacted at the last session of Congress. I || 
have that law before me, but as it has been already || 
commented on by the Senator from Maryland, I | 
need not comment upon it. I repeat, the Senator | 
from Georgia, being of opinion that this law made | 
all requisite provision for the preparatory printing, 
did not deem it necessary to say anything on the || 
subject. Well, what is the law? It is, that it || 
shall be the duty of the census board to prepare, || 
and cause to be printed, the necessary forms for | 
taking the census. Something, then, was to be | 
done. I do not say that they were authorized to go 
forward and print the census tables before Con- | 


gress had recognized those tables. I do not raise | 
now the question whether their deliberation in the | 
formation of these tables was, or was not, to be 

conclusive, as my friend from Maryland asserts. | 
He may be right upon that point. But here isa 
provision in this law which declares it shall be the | 
duty of this board to” prepare certain forms, and 
cause them to be printed. They understood that 
they were to have them printed when they had || 
them ready for printing. 


Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) It was done, to- 


Mr. SMITH. I thank my friend from Massa- 
chusetts for the suggestion. ‘There is other pre- || 
paratory printing besides that of the tables. There | 
are instructions to go to the deputy marshals. 
They have been authorized to make this contract, 
and they have done it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I would inquire of the Senator || 
from Connecticut whether he concludes that the | 
law which I read gives to this board the authority 
to make contracts, not only for the census forms, | 
but for the printing of all the forms after the in- 
formation is collected ? 

Mr. SMITH. 1 am sorry to be so unfortunate | 
as not to be understood on this point, after having || 
been so unusually explicit. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I understood the Senator to be | 
speaking of the opinions of the Senator from Geor- | 
gia, and not of his own. 

Mr. SMITH. I said that, in regard to that | 
printing which is ordinarily denominated the cen- 
sus printing, there is no authority existing by law | 
authorizing this board to make a contract with any || 
human being onearth. Ithasno more power over | 
this subject than has my honorable friend or my- 
self. Nor is there anything of the sort in the bill 
reported by the chairman of the committee; there | 
was originally, but it has been stricken out; it 
simply provides for the preparatory printing. 
And when, sir, we find it provided that it shall be || 
the duty of the board to prepare certain tables and | 
cause them to be printed, can there be any doubt | 
as to their power to make a contract. Sir, I am 
sure [ am not actuated in the slightest degree by || 
any desire to favor any printing establishment in || 
this city. I have asole regard to what I believe to 
be the public interests; and I feel perfectly satisfied | 
that if this matter be thrown into the hands of 
printers it will inevitably fall through, and we 
might as well abandon it at once. 1] 

r. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I wish merely 
to make one remark. ‘The Senator from Connec- | 
ticut has misapprehended me. I said there were || 
two kinds of printing provided for in the bill. || 
The one is merely preparatory, and the other is | 
the main body of the printing after the census re- | 
turns shall have been made. I know very well | 
that the Senate has expressed a determination not | 
to make any provision now for the publication of | 
the compendiums or returns; that is left for future | 
legislation. And the question now before Con- || 
gress, as the Senator from Indiana says, is the dis- || 
position of the tables and all other preparatory ] 

rinting. What I mean to say to my friend from 
ndiana is, that the preparatory printing is left to || 
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proper is to be let out to the lowest bidder, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the existing law. 

Mr. KING. I confess that I do not entirely 
understand the argument of my honorable friend 
from Connecticut. He reads the law to show that 
the census board are authorized to prepare the 
proper tables and cause them to be printed. Well, 
sir, for what purpose? Certainly to present them 
to Congress, to bring them before us for our action. 
We have already acted upon:a portion of them 


; and made changes in them; and if it were intended 


that they should be altered or corrected, or in any 
way changed, why incur this enormous expense 
before they are corrected? They were authorized 


according to law to prepare these abstracts with a 


view to’any correction that we might see fit to 
make. Beyond that point they had no power to 
And when they did go beyond it, they vio- 
lated their obligation under the law by attempting 
to do what they had no right to do, and any act 
thus done without authority ought not to be sanc- 
tioned by this body. I would ask, how did they 
make the contract—who were the persons to judge 
what should be paid? In asmall amount of print- 
ing it is a matter of little importance whether it is 
an extravagant charge or not, but when it extends 
to a matter of considerable magnitude, as in the 
case referred to by the Senator trom New Hamp- 
shire, when it extends to the whole printing of 
these census returns, it is highly improper that the 
census board should be permitted to make con- 
Why, 


if this were to be allowed, there would be no ne- 


| cessity for the action of Congress on the subject 


You might as well give up legislation to 


at once. When we passed this law, it was in- 


| tended that they should be confined to a certain 


routine of duty, and now that they seek to go be- 


|| yond it, we are told that we must not interfere 
with their action. ca 
| for this printing—what is it tocome to? Suppose 


I ask again, what is to be paid 


they arrogate to themselves the power which they 
have attempted to exercise in this instance, in 
reference to the printing to be done ultimately, 
Is it to be acquiesced in, while it is in direct oppo- 


sition to the provisions of the eriginal bill which 


provides that it shall be given to the lowest bid- 
der? The bill provides that the power shall be 


| given to the Secretary of the Interior to advertise 


for that purpose. 

The printing of these abstracts and instructions 
to be sent to the marshals of the different States 
was not within the power of the census board; 
they were only to furnish the necessary informa- 
tion to Congress; there they were to stop. If I 
am right in that, itis certainly very important that 
we should understand how these contracts are 
made, and the amount of money involved. 

Mr. PEARCE. I will answer the inquiry of 
the Senator from Alabama. The census board 
have bought some three thousand reams of paper 
upon which to have these forms printed for the 


|| Senate; or rather, they have directed the printers 


with whom they had contracted for the printing, 
to procure paper, and they procured six thousand 


|| reams at six dollars per ream,, I am also informed 


that they contracted with the census board to 


| print these forms and schedules at the rate of four 


dollars per ream, which makes the entire cost ten 
dollars per ream. Whether the Government is 
very heavily charged by that contract or not, I 
will not undertake positively to say, but I rather 
suspect not; at all events, it is not quite so heavy 
an oppression as we submitted to at the time of 
taking the last census, when we were charged 
twenty dollars and thirty-one cents perream But 
the Senator says that I could not have read the act 
on which he commented, or I would surely have 
seen that the census board was required to submit 
the forms they had prepared to Congress for their 
consideration. Where is the term that requires 
this. Where is the clause, the sentence, the word, 
or the letter, which looks tosuch an end? Do we 
not know that one of the arguments upon which 
the passage of this bill was predicated, was that 


the census board, and the printing of the census || its passage did away with a peculiar and practical 
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source of annoyance to Congress, and that the de- 
tails involved were properly matters of Executive | 
consideration—the proper subjects for the investi- | 
gations of a board of census? Lt was proper that | 
there matters should be referred to them, that they | 
might be making preparations for a full enumer- | 
ation of the inhabitants of the United States. And | 
let me remark further, that the construction that 
I give to the act is fortified by the action of Con- 

ress at the time of taking the former census. 

hese details were submitted to the Secretary of 
State, and not to Congress, by whose authority 
they were prepared. 
out any appeal to Congress. 

The Senator from Indiana remarked that an | 
argument against this construction might be de- | 





rived from the amount of the appropriation. I |, 


have stated in my former remarks, that the ori- | 


ginal bill contained an appropriation of one hun- || 


dred thousand dollars, and that this amount was 


stricken out and the sum of ten thousand dollars || 


inserted; which is about one-third of the whole 


cost of paper and preparatory printing; by which | 
J mean the forms and schedules, they being the || 


only things to be contracted for by this board. 
From thia we learn the fact that Congress in a bill 
provided that the thing should be done, but did | 
not provide for the expense. ‘This is a course of | 
procedure of common occurrence; the Govern- | 


ment often making provision for the execution of || 
certain duties, with the implied understanding that || 
at some future period the necessary appropriations || 
should be forthcoming. It cannot be justly argued, |) 


therefore, that because the requisite appropriation | 
was not made, that these officers were not author- | 
ized to make the contract which the original law | 
not only authorized them, but required them to | 
make. The sole object of passing this law was 
that the preparations should be made for the 
taking of the census without the action of Con- | 


gress, so that there might be no delay. That || 


eing the object of the law, the census board were 
called upon imperatively to do what they have 
done. Ido not think that either of the gentlemen 
would make contracts that were unlawful, that 
were notin conformity with the intention of Con- 
ress, 

Mr. KING. I would ask my friend from Mary- 
land whether the abstracts reported by the com- 
mittee are those that were prepared by the census 
board? 

Mr. PEARCE. No, air; there has been a dif- 
ference of opinion between the census board and 
the committee of the Senate. 

Mr. KING. The Senator has replied to my 
question, and that reply is an answer to his whole 
argument. Here are two sets of schedules fur- 
nished; one by the census board, for which they 
have contracted; and the other by the report of the 
committee of the Senate, for which they did not 
contract. Now, which is to be printed; that set 
which has been contracted for by the board, or that 
which has been reported by the committee of the 
Senate and adopted by the Senate, after various 
modifications? Is there not, therefore, great pro- 
priety in the opinion I have expressed, that this 
census board should confine itself strictly to the 
discharge of their duty, so far as it is necessary to 
get the preparatory information on the subject of 
the census before Congress, and there their duty 
must stop? 
matter of no importance, because it was, as I have 
gaid, again to come before Congress for our acti 
An objection has been made to making the 
Btracts as extensive as they have heretofore Been 
made, and especially to extending their headings 
still further. ‘Thai obteccion existed at the very time 









the whole matter was under consideration. ence || 


it wes that we understood this was to be done only 
so far as to enable us to see the whole ground, and 
to judge as to how far we should include this or 
that inquiry within these abstracts and schedules 
for the taking of the census and the collection of 
statistical information. The subject is now before 
us, and we are not to look to what has been done, 
er ought to be done; but we are bound to look at 
things as they*are. 

Are not the abstracts reported by the commit- 
tee now before us? And are they not different 
from those which have been contracted for by the 
census board? Certainly they are different. And 
if we are to lose on account of the printing con- 
tracted for by that board, we shall limit the print- 
ing to the smallest number necessary for our 


What has taken place heretofore 1s a |) 
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, action, which will pas the information required. 
| The phraseology of the law is such that I admit 
| there is some propriety in giving all the prepara- 
' tory printing either to the contro} of the Secretary 
of State or some person who may be designated 
in order to facilitate the business and have the 
census speedily taken. The course we have taken 


| 


'| places it in the power of Congress to determine 
‘| what number of schedules shall be prepared and 
'| what particular inquiries into the epndition of the 


country shall be made to carry out the purposes 


| we all have in view in taking the census. 
His decision was final with- |, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I concur, 
ao far as regards the purpose of the Senate of 
holding this matter within their own control, with 
the Senator from Alabama. 1 think the bill, if 
amended at all, was amended for that express 
purpose,.so far as my memory goes. [ wish to 
say a word in reply to the suggestions of the Sen- 
| ator from Maryland, (Mr. Pearce.| He says a 
difference of opinion has grown up between the 
census board and the committee. There was none 
at all, sir, until the committee had done their work, 
made their report. I have said to the Senate that, 
| although tables were laid before the committee, 
' the census board did not avow those tables; that 
they were not official tables. These official tables 
were then laid before us, after we completed our 
work and made our report. Then, when our bill 
was taken up, a proposition was made here to 
strike out the committee’s tables, and substitute 
the tables offered by the gentleman from Georgia. 
| That was the very first proposition made upon 
| that subject. A debate grew up, in which this 
| matter,to which I have just referred, was disclosed. 

The committee then stated that certain tables were 
| laid before them that were the work of certain 
| men; that is, of Mr. Russell, who takes up these 
| matters con amore, if | may so express it, who 
studies statistics as a diversion, and who has pub- 
lished a work on the subject; and of Mr. Chad- 
wick, another amateur on the census, together with 
a gentleman employed by the census board. These 
tables were before the committee; still we did not 
| feel ourselves the less obliged, unless we took the 





|| same view of the Jaw as does the Senator from 


| Maryland, to prepare tables. We proceeded and 
prepared them, with this information before us, 
_and they are now before the Senate. The Senate 
| proceeded yesterday to take up one of these 
very tables reported by the census board, and 
| amended it very materially, and they made other 
; amendments in the various tables as they were 
| tgported. Now, what this census board say is, 
| that they were never under any obligations to 
| make any report to the Senate or to the committee. 
The committee certainly do not contend that the 
| board were under any obligations to make any 
| reportto them. I think the Senator from Mary- 
land has fallen into another error. I think he is 
| mistaken in saying that this matter has been spe- 
| cifically devolved on the census board. If he will 
| turn to previous acts, he will find this has not been 
_ the case. 
Mr. PEARCE, I did not state that it had been 
| the case with all the census bills that have been 
| prepared, but referred to the census of 1840 and 
| the census of 1820. 
| Mr. DAVIS. I was going to say, that so far as 
} 


I know, the practice has been a little diverse. 
metimes the census board had the matter in their 
n hands, and sometimes it was confided else- 
where. It is very clear, from the reading of the 
| act, that the disposition of the Senate was to keep 
it within their own hands. 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD. We shall waste another 
| day unless we go along more smoothly, and I rise 
| to call the attention of the Senate to the question 
proposed by the amendment of the Senator from 
Indiana, (Mr. Wurrcoms.}] The question isupon 
printing, and the mode by which he proposes to 
get atit.. Now, sir, | think there can be no diffi- 
culty if the Senate will only adhere to what it has 
already done. When the bill was originally re- 
ported there was a blank le‘t in it; in which it was 
proposed the Senate should insert how many com- 
pendiums should be printed, and to allow the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to contract for this printing. 
Now, has the Senate forgotten the discussion 
which took place between the Senator from 
Georgia and myself, in which the Senator from 
Georgia contended that jt was premature to have 
x of this work provided for at this time, in which 
opinion the Senate concurred by a vote directing 





that so much of the bill as provided for 
ing of the compendiams should be Stricke 
We got clear of the whole of it, and it one 
mined by a solemn vote of the Senate to lea ter. 
matter to be acted on when the returns . the 
marshals should come in at the next sess) a 
Congress. Shall we now go all over this me . 
again, or shall we abide that decision mT 
does seem to me that, if we do not intend to ¢ It 
our tracks every twenty-four hours, we had ‘mm 
let the matter stand as itis. Then what fon “nd 
was determined? The ‘other day it was de, tr 
mined that we should make some arrangements fa 
the necessary a printing, and that sho id 
be all we would arrange for during the presen : 
sion. Well, sir, here is the way in which we ” 
ranged it. It was to add to the 20th sectio ‘ 

. e n of this 
bill the following: 

_* Provided, however, that all printing except the Chien. 

s shall be executed accor Se eee 

wabascanatees 18th May, 1842. 6 WO the 15th section 

Now, has the Senator forgotten that at the tim 
the gentleman from Massachusetts offered this 
amendment, he did not insert the 15th section of 
the act of May 18, 1842, and that my colleasye 
called upon him to be more specific, and to state 
upon the face of the amendment where the Jay 
was to be found that regulated the duties of the 
Secretary of the Interior; and at the instance of j 
colleague, the Senator from Massachusetts mod). 
fied his amendment, and put in the 15th seetion of 
the act of May, 1842? And when you look at j: 
you will find the direction specifically given that ji 
shall be done upon advertisement, and given to the 
lowest bidder. This was what was adopted by 
the Senate on that occasion. There is an excep. 
tion made upon the face of the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. And what jig j\) 
** Except the printing of the tables.” Now, wha 
is the reason for this? Let me explain to you; and 
then it seems to me if we only adhere to what we 
have done, and not discuss and rediscuas, and go 
over and change the whole thing again, that we 
shall make some progress. Why were the tables 
excepted? For the reason, as I have already 
twice stated, but which seems not to be compre. 
hended, or to be forgotten by the Senate, that we 
have printed 180,000 of these tables already. In 
the semi-war that has been going on, according 
to the speeches made here, between the census 
board and the committee, it has been my object 
from the beginning, to harmonize as far as practi- 
cable, and in so doing the committee of the Senate 
have taken the work of the census board as far as 
it has been printed, and adopted it, and made i: 
their own. All the printing of these 180,00) 
sheets have been on schedules one, two, and 
three; nearly the whole; and the Senate have taken 
them also and adopted them. These tables, s 
far as printed, can be used, and we thought it un- 
necessary to throw it away, inasmuch as some 
four hundred reams of paper, amountitg to $2,400 
has been used up in this Sar It was to save this 
expense, and this labor already done, that the 
committee accepted those tables. Under the act 
of 1842, and the amendment I have referred to as 
having been already adopted by the Senate, the rest 
of the preparatory printing is to be done by con- 
tract; all the rést of the printing, the compendium, 
and the tables that are to be made upon the reporis 
of the marshals, that are to be sent in, is to remain 
untouched until we act upon the subject. Why, 
then, again go over this subject? 

One word more, and that is, if my friend from 
Indiana [Mr. Wuttcoms] desires that the subst 
tute offefed by the gentleman from Georgia shell 
be adopted in lieu of the bill which we have thus 
matured to a very great extent, and wishes the 
provisions I have referred to to become a part o! 
that substitute, all he has to do is to apply to that 
substitute what the Senate has already applied 
the original bill. I do not think there will be® 
solitary vote against such a proposition, and the 
we shail get . 

Mr. HALE. I am against it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman says 
is against it; but I suppose the Senate, having 
already adopted this proposition, would be willing 
to insert it anywhere. My object in rising we 
merely to call the attention of the Senate to wh 
it has already done, and to ask it to adhere to 
past action. oh wd 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I would like to unders 
from the Senator from Kentucky whether \ 
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~ ow» already done is not confined to the first 
pre cables in umerical order. : 

Mr. UNDER WOOD. It is confined entirely 

the first three tables. There have been printed 
ofthe other tables only enough to exhibit samples. 
some two or three reams of paper will cover the 

nse. 
- WHITCOMB. What changes have been 
made in the tables already printed? 

Mr. DAVIS. Very extensive ones were made 
by the Senate yesterday. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Then I cannot understand 
how the printing of them can be considered as 
gone. It matters not, however. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will state to the gentleman that 
the amendments made yesterday were the striking 
pat of columns. I suppose it would be an easy 
matter to give directions to the marshals not to use 
the columns thus stricken out. ; ‘ 

Mr. WHITCOMB. f am very glad to hear 
that no useless expense has been incurred; but if 
genators had paid attention to my amendment 
they would find that it made provision for the 
ese referred to by the Senator from Kentucky. 
| there put in an exception as to the work already 
done. “The necessary preparatory printing re- 
‘quired by this act shall be done on ten days’ 
‘notice by the lowest bidder, except so far as is 
‘glready done.”” Now, sir, | was already aware 
that the committee, of which the Senators from 
Massachusetts and Connecticut are members, had 
concurred with me in opinion that it was proper 
to have a provision in relation to this printing; for 
they had themselves set the example in the twenty- 
frst section of the original bill. And what is my 
amendment? Simply a modification of the first 

rt of that section, by adding that it shall be con- 
trected for by the lowest bidder. And my amend- 
ment is, with that modification, to be transferred to 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Geor- 
gia, so that, if the Senate should think proper to 
adopt the amedment of the Senator from Georgia, 
it could adopt it with that modification. Itis to 
put the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Georgia in the same condition with the bill reported 
by the committee, with the single exception that, 
by my amendment, it is to be done by the lowest 
bidder. 1 think, sir, I have the committee with 
me on the main principle, against the Senators 
from Kentucky and Maryland. 

Mr. SMITH. I have only to remark that, in 
regard to the original bill, we rejected the very 
proposition the Senator now makes. It was then 
proposed by the Senator from Arkansas. 

Mr. BORLAND. I made no such proposi- 


tion. 

Mr. SMITH. 1 certainly did understand the 
Senator to propose an amendment to put out this 
preparatory printing to the lowest bidder. 

Mr. BORLAND. I do not recollect offering 
any such amendment as that described by the 
Senator from Connecticut. I did offer an amend- 
ment, to give all the printing to the printers for 
Congress, upon any contract which may now ex- 
ist, or might exist at the time the work had to be 
done. | was requested to withdraw it and de- 
clined doing so, and, after some discussion, it was 
rejected by the Senate. If I proposed any other 
amendment, I certainly have no recollection of it, 
because 1 was opposed to doing this printing under 
the contract system. 

Mr. SMITH. I believe [am not mistaken in 
my recollection. The amendment of the Senator 
from Arkansas, as first presented to the Senate, 
certainly contained a provision to give this pre- 
ee rinting to the lowest bidder. 
lane ITCOMB. | That was my amendment, 

ink. 


Mr. SMITH. Itis not material. It is enough 
‘o say that no such provision is in the original 
bill, and that the Senator proposes a provision not 
i the original bill, and to which [ am opposed. 

Mr. BORLAND. [ think from the indications 
which have been given, that the census bill is in a 
bad condition, so far as any hope is entertained of 
U8 passage in this particular form. The Senator 
from Kentucky has spoken of the semi-war car- 
nied on between two parties here in regard to this 
bill; but it struck me that it was a war of a char- 
acter like that of the famous duel we have described 
In one of our oe fictions, which | presume all 
have read, which was a triangular contest. 

There are three parties in this contest, the cen- 
sus board, the census committee, and those of this 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


691 








body who differ from both, and each seems to 


have a different object in view. And between the 
three parties | think the census bill is in a very 
fair way of being killed off. I am very desirous 
that a bill should be passed at an early day, and 
with that view, I advanced yesterday certain views 
with the object of rr the bill and bring- 
ing it down to a practical form, one which wiil 
enable us to perform our constitutional daties 
within the time in which we are required to per- 
form them. I then had some hope of 8 ing, 
but from what has since occurred, I ackno e 
that the prospect is not so good for the accomplish- 
ment of that object. 

On the subject of printing it seems to me that if 
we adopt the construction of the law given by the 
Senator from Maryland, that it puts us entirely in 
the hands of the census board. It is admitting that 
under the law they have the power of doing ail the 
printing that might be necessary; to contract for 
any amount of it, and to incur any expense; and 
that, when they bring forward their work here, 
we are under at least an implied obligation to take 
it and receive it as our own, and to send it to the 
country as such. If that had been the intention of 
the act of last session, we could have passed a cen- 
sus bill here at once, because there would be no 
more work to be done. If we gave full power to 
the census board or census committee, or any one 
else, to prepare and print the schedules, and to 
establish every head under which information is 
to be obtained, and give them authority to prepare 
the whole system for operation, there is nothing 
for us todo. But we passed no such bill. The 
title is ** to make arrrangements for taking the 
seventh census.’’ It will be seen that the construc- 
tion given to the law by the Senator from Mary- 
land deprives us of all power to act, and we are 
bound to take what the census board bring us. It 
is nothing else than that. If the consideration 
presented by the Senator from Maryland is to have 


any weight, it seems to me to be nothing more’ 


nor less than recognising the right of any one who 
may choose to go into the market and to monopo- 
lize the particular paper upoa which only it is said 
this work can be done, and that then we are put 
in his power, and unless we agree to his terms we 
are deprived of all power of having the census 
taken. {tamountsto that, certainly. Individuals 
may monopolize all the paper of this “int the 
market, there is no time to make more, ar@ they 
will have us in their power, and we are bound to 
submit to their térms! It is therefore perfectly 
consistent for the Senator to say that it is useless 
to talk of putting this matter up to the lowest bid- 
der, for it would be idle. Are we then to recog- 
nise any such power in the hands of any one, to 
place us in his condition, to make us helpless in 
their hands, and we be bound to submit to any 
exactions they may think proper to make? 

Now, as to this preparatory printing, these 
schedules, we can only adopt them by not making 
any amendments to them; for if we amend them 
thase already printed are worthless. The idea of 
sending to the country mutilated copies, which 
will iead the persons employed to take the census 
into error, is ideal. * It would be just as well to 
require them to make up the schedules themselves, 
for we would thereby give them no guide to go 
by. They will be confused by these mutilated 
and imperfect schedules. And I take it that, so 
far as time is concerned, if we are to have these 
changes in the schedules made by hand, the taking 
of the census will be put off to a far more distant 

riod than if we undertake to print new ones. 

o take this immense number of sheets, and to go 
over each of them, would require twenty clerks 
from now until the first of June; whereas to have 
new schedules printed, in a proper form, would 

uire much less time. 

ir, there seems to be a good deal of mystery 
involved in this matter of printing. We have 
been told that an immense amount of printing has 
been done, and that we are bound to take it be- 
cause it has been done. | have great respect for 
the members of the census board. No doubt they 
have discharged their duties conscientiously, and, 
as they believed, efficacious]y; but 1 beg leave to 
refer them to the act of C under which they 
had authority to act. Instead of having authority 
to contract a debt of $30,000, and to make a pros- 
jective contract affounung, as I apprehend, to 
some $100,000, and for the amount of printing 
that has been stated, perhaps to $200,000, they 
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were limited to the sum of $10,000, expressly 
limited. And I apprehend, sir, that all the print- 
ing that is necessary, and which is required by 
that act, could have been done for that sum. All 
that was required was some half dozen copies of 
the schedules they had prepared, which would 
have been sufficient to have indicated the plan of 
the board. But instead of that, we are told by 
the Senator from Maryland that work to the 
amount of $30,000 has already been done, and a 
contract, if not positively, yet prospectively made, 
which, if [ am capable of making any estimate, 
will amount to not less than $100,000, and prob- 
ably a still greater amount. 

Mr. HALE. I have listened attentively to the 
discussion on this bill, with a view of understand- 
ing something. I am now more in the dark than 
when it began. I have voted sometimes in one 
way and sometimes in another; and [ promised 
yesterday to follow the chairman, and to stick by 
the bill until it was gone through with; but the 
first thing I found was the chairman going against 
it himself. 1 suppose it will not be out of order 
to refer to the fact that the Constitution recognizes 
another branch of Congress, or to mention the 
fact that the papers inform us that there is another 
assembly sitting in this city, who will have this 
subject of the census under consideration to-mor- 
row, and every day thereafter until they have dis- 
posed of it. This being the case, and the Sen- 
ate having acted so long on the subject without 
coming to any conclusion, and with the view of 
taking up some other bill, | move that the whole 
subject be laid on the table; and on that motion I 
ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the mo- 
tion to lay on the table was rejected: Yeas 4, 
nays 38. 

r. BRADBURY. The vote upon the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Indiana will be re- 
garded as a test vote, I think; either as a disap- 
— or a ratification of the act of the census 

oard in procuring the printing of these forms 
and schedules. That. act was regarded by the 
committee appointed by the Senate as an act be- 
yond their power; and therefore, as we, by the 
rejection of the amendment, shall approve of the 
contract made by the census board, | think we 
ought to have some evidence what sort of a con- 
tract they have made. It seems this board have 
gone forward without warrant of law and made a 
contract for the printing of forms and schedules, 
and we are now called upon by implication to ap- 
prove of that contract, without knowing anything 
of the terms of it. 1 think it is due to the Senate, 
that the friends of the measure should avow here 
what the terms are, and give the information to 
the Senate, that it may act understandingly. It 
may be that it ia such a contract as will meet the 
approbation of the Senate, so far as the terms are 
concerned, although it could never approve of the 
assumption of power by which a board who were 
bienieed dn expense to ten thousand dollars should 
go forward and make a contract several times that 
amount, and perhaps ten times. I| therefore ask, 
if any Senator is in possession of the information, 
that he may inform the Senate what the terms of 
the contract are; for I am unwilling to approve of 
it by implication without that information. If 
think we shall be entirely safe in adopting the 
amendment of the Senator from Indiana, even if 
the terms are such as might be considered low. 
I go no further than does the Senator from In- 
diana; that is, to accept that portion which has 
been done, and to submit the residue to competi- 
tion in the market. 

Mr. PEARCE. I have already given to the 
Senate the information asked for—a large part of 
it at least. The report of the census board, print- 
ed by order of the Senate of the 19th March, 1850, 

ives their understanding of their duties under the 
a As to the printing, | stated before that the 
joint expense of printing and paper was ten dol- 

rs a ream—less than half what it cost in 1840. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Wuitcoms, and a division being had, 
there were ayes 25. Before the noes were count- 


ed— 

Mr. PEARCE said: I should ‘like to, suggest 
an amendment to the amendment of the Senator 
from Indiana, which, if accepted, would enable 
me to vote for it. If he will confine its application 
to all other printing except the forms and tables, t 
shall cheerfully vote for his amendment. 
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Mr. WHITCOMB. To confine it to all other | 
printing except the forms and tables? 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I believe that includes all 
of the preparatory printing, 

Mr. PEARCE. The Senator is very mach | 
mistaken. They have ordered three thousand 
reams of paper, and have already printed one 
thousand reams of forms and schedules. It has | 
been stated that this expense will be something 
like $200,000, but it is impossible that it can at the 
very most exceed $50,000. Their contract is for 
three thousand reams, with the right to extend it 
to five thousand; and the paper and printing cost | 
$10 a ream. The printing of the whole of the | 
compendiums may cost $250,000 or $300,000. If | 
the Senator will restrict his amendment to the 
printing ‘other than forms‘and schedules,g@l will 
vote for it cheerfully. 

Mr. MILLER. I ask for the yeas and nays | 


on the amendment. 
| 
| 
} 





The yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques- | 
tion being taken on Mr. Warrcoms’s amendment, | 
it was adopted, as follows : 

Y&€AS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Borland, Bradbury, 
Bright, Butier, Cass, Coase, Dickinson, Dodge of Lowa, | 
Dodge of Wizconsin, Downs, Feleh, Foote, Hamlin, Hun- 
ter, King, Mason, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Turney, 
Walker, Whitcomb, and Yulee—235. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badg:r, Baldwin, Bell, Clarke, Clay, 
Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Greene, Manguin, 
Miller, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, Seward, Smith, Spruance, 
Underwood, and Wales—19 

Mr. WHITCOMB. To make the bill as re- | 
ported by the committee correspond with the | 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Georgia 
as first amended, | now offer the following amend- 
ment to the origina! printed bill, so that the Sen- 
ate may choose between the two on the final vote: | 
After the words ** the contract’’ in the third line 
of section 2], insert the words ** with the lowest || 
bidder.’’ i} 

The amendment was adopted. i] 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 wish to present a test || 
question to the Senate in reference to the compen- || 
sation of the marshals, and therefore I move to 
strike out of the amendment of the Senator from |! 
Georgia the ninth section providing that the com- | 
pensation of the marshais shall be so and so. My | 
object in making this motion is to bring the consi- | 
deration of the Senate to the different modes of || 
compensation provided for the marshals, and to | 
get 1: to decide between the plan of the committee | 
and the plan of this amendment. I therefore shall || 
move, if the motion | have made to strike out shall | 
be adopted, to insert in place of the matter stricken | 
out that which has been adopted by the committee | 
as the plan of compensating the marshals. A very | 
sho: t statement will furnish the reason for making | 
this motion. I have taken a county twenty miles 
square, and I have made an estimate according to 
the plan of the bill offered by the Senator from 
Georgia to show the amount of compensation 
which will be given according to the steps or dif- 
ferent grades of compensation provided for in the 
bill; and the result of it is as follows: seventy-six | 
inhabitants to the square mile will give you thirty | 
thousand four hundred people, and wiil give you | 
a compensation of $608; seventy-four to the square 
mile will give you a population of twenty-nine 
thousand six hundred, and a compensation to the 
marshal of $704. ‘Thus the individeal who does | 
the least work gets $132 the most money. The 
next step in this process is that a population of | 
fifty-one to the square mile will give a compensa- 
tion of $306. If there are forty-nine to the square 
mile, it will give a compensation of $588, and in | 











that case the one who does the least work gets || as 


|| the original bill. 
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man who takes a population of ten thousand four 
hundred. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will you swear to that cal- 
culation? If so, 1 will vote with you. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Yes, sir, it isa mere 
mathematical one. This system of injustice and 
inequality rans throughout the amendment, and 
there is no remedy for it except to take a little 
schoolmaster-arithmetic. Questions of science 
have been repudiated here—everything of that 


| kind_having been stricken out of the bill; but as 


this%s a mere question under Oldfield’s School- 
master’s Arithmetic, | hope it will be adopted. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. HALE. I wish to suggest that, upon the 
motion of the Senator from New York yesterday, 
in all the other parts of the bill where the words 


|| Secretary of the Interior’? occur, they were 


stricken out, and the words ‘‘Census Board’’ were 
inserted. Now, I want to inquire whether, to 
make this congruous, the same change should not 
be made here in these sections? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 


leave to state, that the amendment has been read 


| as it was amended in Committee of the Whole in 


Amendments have been made 
to this ninth section, and the Secretary has read it 
with the amendment. 

Mr. HALE. If I understand it as read, the 
ninth, thirteenth, and fourteenth sections of the 


original bill are proposed to be inserted in the || 
| place of the section which has been stricken out. 
| On the motion of the Senator from New York |, 
yesterday, we struck out in the amendment of the || 


Senator from Georgia, the words “ Secretary of 


| the Interior,’ and inserted the words ‘* Census | 


Board.’”’ 1 think this is necessary in these sec- 
tions, which it is proposed to insert, in order to 
make the whole congruous. 

Mr. BADGER. The Secretary has read it 


|| without introducing the amendments. 


Mr. HALE. 


I move to amend this amendment 


| in this way, and I believe it will be acceptable to 


the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I am disposed to accept 
it. J think itis right. 
pensation to the marshals; and in these provisions 
for compensation reference has been made to the 
Secretary of the Interior, The Senate has stricken 
out the ninth section; and now the motion of the 


Senator from New Hampshire is to modify this || 
| reference to the Secretary of the Interior, so.as to || 


substitute the census board ; that is, so as to use 
the words “* Census Board”’ instead of ** Secretary 
of the Interior.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment is 
modified, as suggested, and the question is on the 
amendment, as modified. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 


proper. 


different States. 


than this board. 


vested in the district judges. 


$282, or nearly more than double the money || that has been chosen. 


the individual who does the most work. The) 
next jump, so to express it, in this scale, is to | 
take a population of twenty-six to the squure mile. 
In that case the marshal will receive $312, accord- | 
ing to the amendment of the Senator from Georgia; 





pensation of $384, or $72 less to the man who does 
the most work than to the man who does the least. 
Take the last position of nine to the square mile. | 
In that case the marshal will receive $250 for a | 
i 





population of three thousand six hundred, whereas 
when the rate is twenty-six tw the square mile, the 
marshal gets $312 for taking ten thousand four | 
hundred. Thus the man who does but one-third | 
of the work gets almost as much money as the 





Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


little concern. 


marshal, not the assistant marshal. 


Interior may direct. 


extra allowance; and, therefore, that discretion 
was given in that particular case. 


is a matter of so little concerrfPthat it was hardly 
econ fiecessary to say anything in regard to 
im. . 





We wish to make com- |} 


If | understand the amendment 

| as read, it gives the same discretionary power to |! 
| the census board which was given to the Secretary 
of the Interior; that is, to make an extra allowance 
to assistant marshals, when in their judgment it is 
i will make a suggestion, which | think 
will be very appropriate; and that is, that the dis- 
cretionary power, as to this extra pay to assistant 
marshals, be vested in the district judges in the 
That was the law of 1840, and 
there is a reason for that law, and that this power 
be vested in the judges in preference to this board. 
Each district judge is presumed to be befter ac- 
quainted with the geography of his own State, 
and a better judge of the amount of travel required, 
I wouid therefore suggest that, 
instead of this board having this power, it shall be 
I only suggest it, 
there may be some good reason for the plan 


It is a matter of very 
I would suggest to my friend from 
| Indiana that the discretion is with reference to the 
The compen- 
sation of the. several marshals in Florida, or the 
while twenty-four to the square mile gives a com- territories, will be oe as the Secretary of the 

t does not apply to the 
assistants who take the census in the different dis- 
tricts, but in those large territories it was thought 
there might be some propriety in making some 


The assistant 





Mr. BRIGHT. I must oa 
| ae oes of the bill. have misunderstoog 
he question was then tak 
ment, aaa it was adopted. “nom the amend. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. There 
further amendments, the question is o 
out all after the enacting clause, and in 
substitute. 
Mr. BRADBURY. If have an am 
| offer before the question is taken. I move to at 
_ out all after the word * and,’’ in the sixth lig = 
| the seventeenth section, and insert the follow; “ 
**And lay the same before Congress at the _ 
session thereof.” The purpose is this, that there 
should be no misapprehension in regard to i 
portion of the printing; it is to be subject to _ 
future action of Congress. I suppose, by af ? 
construction of this section, it would not , . 
power to this board. Still, as the word sepaie 
tendence is in the section; I wish to have the “a 
ter made perfectly clear. r 

The question was then taken, and the amend. 
ment was adopted. 

Mr. BRADBURY. As I am in favor of the 
original bill, and design to vote for it, I will move 
the same amendment in section twentieth of the 
| original bill. 1 move to strike out the words « af 
ter use’’ and insert 

Mr. DAVIS. These words have been stricken 
out already. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Then! will move to amend 
_ that section by adding: ‘And lay the same before 
| Congress at the next session thereof,”’ 
| ‘Phe question was then taken on the amendment 
and it was agreed to. , 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to make one re. 
mark to the Senate. 1 hope they will reject this 
| amendment, although amended in various paris, 
| If you adopt it as now amended, you will adopiit 
| without these changes which have been made in 

the different schedules; because these clianges 
| have not been carried into the amendment. | hope 
| it wiil be rejected, and that we shall take the bill 
| with the changes in the schedules, in some of 
| which there have been very valuable ones made. 

Mr. KING. I believe the Senator is mistaken, 
I think the amendments, as understood at the time, 
| have been made in the amendment of the Senator 
| from Georgia. So that the schedules are the same 
‘in the bill as reported and the amendment of the 
| Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. DICKINSON. There is this difference be- 
| tween the original bill and the amendment of the 
Senator from Georgia. I moved to strike out of 
the original bill the words ‘* Secretary of the In- 
| terior,’’ and the Senate refused to strike them out. 
In the amendment of the Senator from Georgia, 
‘the Senate did strike out and insert the words 
** Census Board.”? That is the difference. 
_ Mr. DAVIS. If the Senate will permit me, ! 
| will state that there is another difference. As the 
_ Senate arranged the original bill, they struck out 
| four of the tables reported by the committee upon 
| my motion, and they left two tables, the agricul- 
tural and social tables. I think these tabies are 
greatly superior, and they are now proposed for 
the consideration of the Senate. The four first 
tables of the census board we adopted yesterday, 
leaving these two tables with a decided improve- 
| ment upon those proposed now to be adopted; and 
if the Senate wish to come to a conclusion on this 
pen settled yesterday—that is, the motion of the 
nator from New York—although | suppose it 
would be strictly out of order to move that with 
regard to the original bill, yet 1 hope, by the 
| unanimous consent of the Senate, he will be per 
mitted to submit that motion with regard to the 
original bill, if he wishes Yo do so, and test the 
_ sense of the Senate*on that question. 

Mr. DICKINSON. If there is no objection, | 
will make that motion. nine. 

Mr. DAVIS. I hope there will be no objection. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I move, therefore, to !"- 
sert in the original bill the words ‘* Census Boa : 
in lieu of the words ‘* Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. DAVIS. On that motion I call for the 
yeas and nays. ; 

The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered. 

Mr. SMITH. i wish to inquire what is the 
precise question before the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York moves to strike out the words ‘‘ Secre- 
tary of the Interior,”” wherever they occur in th 
original bill, and insert in lieu thereof the wor’s 


being no 
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ys have been ordered. 


\r KING. I will say a few words, sir. I 
“eelf have no earthly objection to the Secretary 
afthe Interior —_ charge of these proceedings— 
gone whatever. I do not care whether it is in the 
jands of the Secretary of the Interior, the Secre- 
of State, the Attorney General, the Post- 
master General, or any other individual, so far as 
ihe duties appertaining to the appointments and 
wgulation of the whole matter is concerned. But, 
‘ir, know very well, and every Senator knows, 
hat a proposition is pending to abolish the office 
ofthe Minister of the Interior. How far it will 
yeacted upon we cannot say; but it is now pend- 
iy. Iwas originally opposed to the establish- | 
nent of such an office, inasmuch as I thought it 
yould lead to difficulties ; that it would produce 
confusion; that it would embarrass rather than | 
cilitate the business of the treasury; and I still | 
think it is not necessary—that if we had heads of | 
deoartments properly constituted, who are com- 
petent to discharge the duties, the Treasury could | 
get along very well, and then the whole would be || 
ynder the control of one head, and we should not || 
have conflicting jurisdictions, which have led te || 
the difficulties that have already arisen, and which | 
yill end nobody knows where. I make this state- } 
ment for the purpose of explaining why it is that 
| myself shall vote that the words ‘* Secretary of || 
the Interior’’ be stricken out—not with the inten- | 
tion of inserting the words ‘‘Census Board,’’ be- | 
cause | think that three persons will not be able | 
wo get along so well as one; but because there is 
no certainty that the office will continue. If the | 
amendment succeed, I will move to substitute | 
some one officer instead of the census board. 
Mr. DICKINSON. If the Senator will move | 


io insert either the name of the Secretary of || 
State or the Attorney General it will be ac- | 
ceptable to me. I wish to add that it is out of no | 
ill will toward the particular individual who will | 
have charge of this business. My impression has | 
been from the beginning that the operation of | 
this department would be pernicious. 1 said more 
against it before this department was brought into | 
being than [ have said since. My apprehensions | 

| 





have been realized; the effect has been bad; and I 
an now unwilling to devolve other business on it | 
which can be thrown into other channels. 1 be- 
lieve the good sense of the Administration will | 
lead it to see that it conduces to mischief, and that | 
twill be disposed of. I care not what officer is | 
named in place of the Secretary of the Interior; if | 
the Senator from Alabama will name the Secretary 
of State, I shall be gratified with that, and ready 
to adopt it. 

Mr. KING. I should be satisfied with either 
of them, and would as soon have one as the other; 
Ihave no choice between them, but I believe the 
duties devolved upon the Attorney General are less 
onerous than those of the Secretary of State. I | 
believe the Secretary of State has as much on his 
hands of appropriate duties in his department as he 
can by possibility get through with, or any other | 
man, however industrious he may be, or however 
capable of enduring labor; and [| would not de- 
volve further duties upon him that he cannot per- 


| census) into effect. 


| adopted. 


| through the Senate to-night. 


| that a test question. 





form. I would move, theref@re, to insert the 
words Attorney General ”’ in lieu of the words 
“Census Board.” 
Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, we are now, if | 
l understand it, called upon to vote upon striking | 
out * Secretary of the Interior”’ and substituting | 
“ Attorney General,’’ or “* Census Board,” for the | 
latter is the original proposition. Now, the first | 
objection that is made to retaining the name of the | 
cretary of the Interior, and indeed it seems to | 
me to be the only objection, is that by possibility 
the department may not be continued. Well, sir, | 
can the Senate of the United States be called upon | 
'o vote upon the assumption that we are to abolish 
an existing department, to vote in the face of an | 
existing law upon the assumption that that law 
may be changed, although it has been passed by a 
majority of this very body? On the contrary, I 
think we should act upon this matter upon the as- 
sumption that the department will continue to 
exist, and we must act so as longas the department 
exists. Now, on that assumption, to what de- 
 sapenam of the Government does this act apply? 
there anything that can come legitimately to 
this Depaftment of the Interior more properly 
this matter of the census; the very matter of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


all others which would apply itself to that depart- 
ment strictly in character with the duties that 
were intended to devolve upon that officer and 
upon that department? I submit, therefore, that 
in every aspect in which this question should be 
considered, we should retain this officer. [I have 
no personal preferences or predilections. The law 
creating this department | hold in my hand: 
“<The Secretary of the Interior shall exercise all the su- 
pervisory and other powers now exercised by the Secretary 
of State in relation to all acts of the marshals and othtrs in 
taking and returning the census of the United States,”’ 
Now, sir, we here have a public law upon our 
statute book, making it one of his imperative du- 
ties to attend to this very matter. And yet we 
proceed to carry this matter (the taking of the 
We are called upon to vote 
in the face of an existing law. 1 submit that, in 
every aspect in which this subject can be consid- 
ered, the name of the Secretary of the Interior 
should be retained. I have an objection to substi- 
tuting the census board. It is no organized de- 
partment of this Government; it is no existing 
thing, nobody having responsibility—a mere 
creature, created for a particalar Peees. and it is 
now functus officio. Then, as to substituting the 
name of the Attorney General, why, if we were 
to look over the subject-matter of the duties con- 


| nected with the several departments of this Gov- 


ernment, is there any one thing that could be less 
appropriate to the duties of an Attorney General 
than to attend to these statistics, these blanks, this 
printing? The Attorney General, when he ac- 
cepts his office, accepts it under the assumption, 
at least, that he shall be charged only with those 
functions with which that office has been charged 


|| heretofore, or with something analogous thereto. 


I am in favor, therefore, of the retention of the 
words ‘* Secretary of the Interior.” . 

Mr. DAVIS. My motive in making the sug- 
gestion to the Senator from New York is this: the 
Senate has had this bill up at various times; it has 
made various amendments in it; it has gradually 
matured the bill, and | think made a pretty per- 
fect bill of it; and, as there is little time remaining 
to-day, and | am very wishful to bring this matter 
toaclose, | do hope that the original bill will be 
I am certain that the bill of the Senator 
from Georgia cannot be matured so as to get 


tured, I am quite willing, if the Senate should 
deem it necessary, to change the direction of the 
management of the bill, and I am willing to make 
At the same time, | am not 
willing to strike out the words ‘‘ Secretary of the 
Interior,’’ for this reason: this is an organized de- 
partment of the Government; certain duties are 
appropriated to it, and, among others, that of 
taking charge of the census. And it is manifest 
that the papers and documents belonging to this 
whole concern, which indicate the history of all 
past events in relation to the census, are in the 
hands of this department. There is also in this 
department an organization adapted to the busi- 
ness. There are.clerks there that have unques- 
tionably a perfect acquaintance with this business; 
and it seems to me that the Senate will hardly ac- 
complish the object they have in view, in attempt- 
ing to create a new department, to which to refer 
this subject. It seems to me most fit and suitable 
to leave it to this department. , 

Now, in regard to the officer himself, he is a 
gentleman who has long served his country, who 
has been long known to the country, who has been 
a member of this body for a long while. He has 
occupied a seat in another department of this Gov- 
ernment. Whether he is qualified or not, is not 
for me to say; but I have heard no allegations 
against his character, his ability, his integrity, his 
intelligence and competency to manage this busi- 
ness; and with all due respect to the Senate, I 
would suggest that it seems to me this business 
would be best confided to this department, to which 
Congress decided it should be confided at the time 
the department was created. In this department 
there are all the requisite facilities for performing 
the business with accuracy and dispatch. These 
are my motives, and | certainly wish the question 
may be ‘decitled without further debate. 

Mr. BUTLER. _I1 must be allowed to say a 
word. 1 stand aMMost alone on this side of the 
chamber. I was on the census committee, and | 
found that these duties, by law, had been assigned 
to the Secretary of the Interior; and I believe now 


This bill being ma- | 


that the opposition to his discharging them arises 
from opposition to the department itself. I obviate 
that objection by a very simple process of reason- 
ing; and that is, if this department shall be abol- 
ished, and its duties assigned to some other, these 
duties will go with the assignment, and, therefore, 
I cannot see why there should be a disposition to 
insist so strongly on this measure. if the duties 
of the office of the Secretary of the Interior go to 
the Secretary of State, this will go also. One 
word more. If we wish to maintain a symmetry, 
or any like congruity in our departments, we ought 
to keep them separate. This creation of subordi- 
nate departments to regulate the census takers, is a 
temporary measure, not recognized, not known in 
our system. Why, then, shall we devolve upon 
it duties which make it in some manner a recog- 
nized Yepartment of this Government? I have 
voted alone, and shall continue to vote according 
to the convictions of my own conscience. I shall 
vote for its going to this department, because I 
think it is better to devolve it upon one department 
than upon three. 

Mr. DAVIS, I will withdraw my motion for 
the call of the yeas and nays, if consent is given. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison 
the motion of the Senator from Alabama, which is 
to insert the words ** Attorney General,’’ in lieu 
of the words ** Census Board.” 

Mr. DOWNS. 1 only rise to suggest that I 
voted yesterday to strike out “ the Secretary of 
the Interior,’* and insert ‘* the Census Board,’’ or 
the name of some other officer. 1 would now sug- 
gest some other officer rather than the Attorney 
General, because he is not surrounded with clerks 
capable of performing the necessary duties; I 
think he has only one clerk. 1 would prefer the 
Secretary of State, and would move to insert the 
Secretary of State. 

Mr. KING. I will withdraw my motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York modifies his amendment by inserting 
the words ‘*Secretary of State,” for the words 
** Census Board.”’ 

Mr. CHASE. I suggested the words ** Census 
Board” rather than “ Secretary of the Interior,”’ 
believing that the census board having had this 
subject under their consideration, can best carry 
out the whole provisions of the bill. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to say one word in 
reference to what has fallen from my friend, the 
Senator from South Carolina. I cannot imagine 
any reason why the Senate should strike out from 
this bill the words “Secretary of the Interior,” 
and put in the words “ Secretary of State.” As 
has been said by the Senator from South Carolina, 
and well said, it is no matter in what form this 
bill may pass, if Congress should pass an act 
abolishing the Department of the Interior, it will 
necessarily result, that all the subjects devolving 
upon that department will pass to another, and 
this among the rest. Now suppose that Congress 
should not pass an act to repeal the law establish- 
ing the Department of the Interior, then how will 
our legislation stand? Here we shall have a law 
upon our statute-book creating this department, 
and especially assigning to it, among other matters, 
the superintendence of this business—a business 
perfectly germane to this department, if it is to 
exist—and appropriate to no other department of 
the Government while that department is in ex- 
istence; and yet we shall have, in opposition to 
that, a law passed for taking the census, which di- 
rects that the very duty—an important duty, and 
one strictly appertaining to that department—shall 
be transferred, and transferred where? To the 
Secretary of State, of whom my friend from Ala- 
bama has said, he has now as much business as 
any other man—whatever his capacity, industry, 

and intelligence may be—can discharge with sat- 
isfaction to himself, and advantage to the country, 
It seems to me that we had better /eave this bill as 
it stands; and if the bill for abolishing the Depart- 
ment of the Interior should pass, this business will 
be transferred to some other department, together 
with the corps of clerks who are conversant with 
it to perform the duties required. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts asks leave to withdraw the call for 
the yeas and nays.. 

There being no objection, the motion was ac- 
cordingly withdrawn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
striking out the words “Secretary of the lute- 











ee 
—— 


fior.”’ and inserting the words “Secretary of 
State.” 
A division being called for, there were: Yeas 20, 


“ 23. 2 
So the motion to amend was lost. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
curs on striking out all after the enacting clause, 
and inserting the amendment of the Senator from 
Georgia as amended, and on this question the 
yess and nays are ordered, 

The question being taken, it resulted as follows: 

YE ‘8—Meesrs. Atchison, Chase, Dickinson, Downs, 
Hale, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Resk, and Turney—11. 

NAYS—Messrs, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Brad- 
bury, Brigit, Butler, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, Cor- 
win, Davis of Massachnsetts, Dayton, Dodge of jowa, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dongtas, Feieh, Greene, Hamlin, 
Jones, Mangum, Miller, Norris, Pearce, Pheips, Seward, 
Shields, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Wales, an alk- 
er—- 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate, and, on 
motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, the ques- 
tion on concurring in the several amendments taken 
together was agreed to, and they were concurred 


in. 

Mr. KING. I wish to know whether the 
amendments made to the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Georgia were also made to the bill as re- 
gards the schedules. 

Mr. DAVIS. When we were acting on the 
tables, the tables of the original bill were also acted 
upon. 

PM. KING. Then I am to understand that the 
amendments made to the tables and acted on ap- 
plied to this bill? 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir. 

The question being taken on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading, it was agreed to; 
and the bill was read a third time and passed. 

The Senate then, on motion, proceeded to the 
consideration of Executive business; and, after 
some time spent therein, the doors were reopened, 
and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspar, fpril 11, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. GOODENOW, by the unanimous consent 
of the House, had leave to withdraw from the 
files, with the view to their presentation to the 
roper department, the papers in the case of Samuel 
. Winslow. 
Mr. INGE called for the regular order of busi- 
ness, 


MR. KING’S REPORT. 


Mr. Mc WILLIE, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, made two reports. The first was on the 
proposition which was referred to that committee, 
to print twenty thousand copies of the President’s 
message and the report communicated therewith, 
of Thomas Butler King, Esq., in relation to Cali- 
fornia. The report in this case was accompanied 
by the following resolution: 


Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the message of the 
President of the United S.ates, transmitting the report of 
Thomas Butler King, Esq., bearer of dispatches and special 
agent to Catiforma, be printed, with the accompanying re- 

wrt. 


Mr. VENABLE took the floor. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, asked the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. Vewasie,)} to 
consent that the consideration of the report should 
be postponed until the committees had been called 
fer reports. 

Mr. VENABLE said that there was rather a 
more important question involved in the subject 
before the House than the call of the committees 
for reports. 

Mr. V. then proceeded and said he had looked with 
what patience he could during a session of Co 
of four months, upon the operation of the present 
system of public printing. It had become a mon- 
atrous nuisance, and one upon which this House 
should take action. They were now asked to order 
the printing of ten thousand copies of the President’s 
message communicating Thomas Butler King’s 
report upon the gold mines of California. At the 
first of the session he (Mr. V.) had moved a reso- 
lution, which was adopted by the House, aski 
for all the correspondence in the departments, an 
for information as to the connection of the Presi- 
dent and the Executive departments with the 
formation of a State government in Calilornia 
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The reply was not yet printed, and would not be 

for two weeks. Four months of the session had 

elapsed; the printing which they had ordered at 

| the commencement of the session had not been 

| done, and they were asked to order more printing, 
to add every day to the amount of printing that 
was to be done. They had yet received but five 
or six copies of the President’s annual message, 
communicated to Congress at the commencement 
of the session; end he wished to call the attention 
of the House to the fact, that if this had been the 
short session of Congress, which would have ex- 
pired on the 4th of March, they would not, during 
the whole session, have received, printed under 
this contract system, a half a dozen of the docu- 
ments upon which they were called to act; they 
would not have been able to read them, or to send 
them to their constituents. It was a monstrous 
nuisance, and could not be endured. 

He had taken some pains to look into this mat- 
ter. During the last Congress the printing had 
been infamously done under this system, and the 
individuals who took the job lost money by it. 
The contract was taken lower still for the present 
Congress. They had the pretence of a public 
printer who had given his bond with security for 
the performance of the public printing; and up to 
this hour, the 11th of April, he had not done the 
printing of the first three weeks of the session. 

Mr WHITE inquired if the Committee on 
Printing had taken a bond of the printers, with 
sufficient sureties ? 

Mr. VENABLE replied, that bonds were given. 
He had looked into them; they were bonds for 
specific sums, and there were securities for the 
several classes of printing. The printing of the 
reports of committees was contracted for by one 

|| man, of the miscellaneous printing and the mes- 
| sages and accompanying documents, by the same, 
| 





of bills and resolutions by another, and the Jour- 
nal by another; and bonds were given for the ex- 
| ecution of the work, under the Jaw which required 
| the Committee on Public Printing, if the contract- 
ors failed to do it, to have it done by somebody 
else, and the excess paid over the contract to be 
|| charged to the contractors. 
|| Mr. FOWLER inquired who the public printer 
was? 
Mr. VENABLE, in reply, read from a document 
before him (which the reporter was unable to ob- 
| tain) the names of the contractors and their sure- 
| ties for the several classes of printing. 
| Mr. McLANE rose to a question of order. He 
| submitted that it was not in order to enter into a 
discussion of the general subject of the printing 
| of this House, by the contract system or any other 
= ee upon a motion to print a particular report. 
The debate, he submitted, must be confined strictly 
to the report itself and to the questions growing 
out of it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion, that 
it is not in order to discuss the system by which 
the printing of the House is done, upon a motion 
to print an extra number. 

r. VENABLE (resuming) said, he would 
confine himself to the motion before the House, 
and would show the reason why the House should 
not order the printing of this document, which 
was, that they had not been able to get any other 
that they had ordered. He was arguing against 
the ordering of the printing now proposed, and he 
presumed he might—and still be within the rule of 
order laid down by the Speaker—refer, by way of 
illustration, to the total neglect of duty and iaa- 
bility on the part of the printers to do the printing 
of the House under the present system. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Kentucky, interposed and 
inquired if he understood the Speaker to say that 
upon the question of printing this particular docu- 
ment it was in order to discuss the general question 
of printing? 

The SPEAKER stated that he was of opinion 
that it was not in order to discuss the general 
question of printing upon a motion to print extra 
copies of a particular report. But where there was 
an indisposition on the part of the House to con- 
fine themselves to the question properly under con- 
sideration, every member must be aware that it 
was no very difficult matter to evade the poitt of 
order. It was impossible for the Chair to say 
precisely how far remarks weld velevern—how far 
the discussion was in order. It was the opinion 
of the Chair that it was out of order to discuss the 
general question of printing upon the present mo- 





April 1), 


tion. The debate ought to be limite 
tion before the House. But the Gaur ont 
control the argument of the gentleman if he ch - 
by ae of rerio. ete to facts Conticens 
with the manner in which the printi 
was executed. or 
Mr. THOMPSON (Mr. Vewaste 
said, the joint committee on printing, 
difficulties connected with the present system a 
anxious to remove them, had prepared q ey 
which was now under the consideration of the 
Senate, which would remove those difficulties a 4 
which he believed would meet a ready approval 
in the House. He had supposed that before thi 
time the subject would have been acted on by the 
| Senate and sent down to this House. H, n 


gested to the gentleman from North Carolina (M, 


yielding) 
aware of the 


Phe ccwen and to the House, that a general dis 
cussion of the subject at this time would be pre. 

mature, and that they should wait until they re. 

ceived the action of the Senate. Or if the genile. 

man would move any proposition which would 

give to the Committee on Printing of this House 
_ authority to act upon the subject, they would re. 
| port what in their opinion was the proper course 
| to be taken. 
|. Mr. WENTWORTH. Will the gentleman 
| from Kentucky be good enough to answer me 9 
question? 
Mr. THOMPSON replied in the affirmative, 
Mr. WENTWORTH wished to know of the 
| gentleman if the plan which the Committee on 
|| Printing were ready to report, contemplated that 
the public printers or their sureties should profit by 
the wrong they were now doing to the House and 
the country ? 

Mr. THOMPSON replied that to answer the 
oe would be to go into a general discussion— 

e very thing which at this time he was anxious 
to avoid, and which was out of order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he wanted to know 
of the gentleman whether the printers were to real- 

ize anything under the plan which was to be pro- 
posed by the committee—to put anything into their 
own pockets to pay them for having kept the 
printing back and violated their contract? 








Mr. THOMPSON stated that it was in the con- 
templation of the committee to propose to the 
House to put out the — at a compensation 
twenty per cent. less than the rates paid under the 
joint resolution of 1819. The gentleman asked 
whether the contractors were to profit by their 
own wrong. He (Mr. T.) did not undertake to 
decide that question; he would refer it to the gen- 
tleman himself. The contractors at the last Con- 
gress and at the present Congress were the gentle- 
man’s own political friends. The gentleman from 
Illinois and the House could decide for themselves 
whether the bid of this session was a fraudulent 
bid to break down the contract system, or not. 
Whether it was the case or not, he (Mr. T.) was 
unable to say. He made no such imputation. 
He would remind the gentleman that the contract- 
ors for the last Congress, as well as the present, 
were the gentleman’s own political friends. 

Mr. WENT WORTH (in his seat) said, in busi- 
ness matters for the public he knew no friends. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, as a business matter, 
he knew that the public printing could not be done 
under the present system. If the House desired 
the committee to order the printing to be done by 
others, and to hold the contractors and their sure- 
ties responsible for the difference, let it so be done. 
But in Nesinbes matters, let them have something 
practicable. He doubted whether this would be 
practicable, as no contractor in the history of this 
Government had ever been made liable for a fail- 
ure of this kind to fulfill his contract. You may 
as well undertake to make a militia colonel re- 
sponsible under his bonds given for public arms 
delivered into his hands for distribution. The 
only practicable way was to take the work from 
the present contractors, pay them for the work 
they had done, and give it out in future at rates 
for which it could be done. He (Mr. T.) wes 
originally in favor of the contract system, but &s 
it was now working, the printing could not be 
done under it. 

He now submitted to his friend from North 
Carolina, that if the merits of the case were brough' 
up in a tangible shape, by a resolution a 
down from the Senate, or by a resolution mov 
in the House, and sent to the committee, he ver 
tured to say that the Committee on Printing wer 
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ali ickly as it could be done, to conform || making contracts and not compelling compliance, 
oy a of the House, whether that sense was || of submitting to delays and receiving excuses for 
det the printing should be given to others, and || them, fixed upon them a burden which could 
ihe difference charged upon the bond, or that the || only be compared to Sinbad the Sailor's Old Man 


of the Sea, who rode him day and night. And 
they were to be rode.in the same way until, by 
some effort of their own, they compelled the print- 
ers to comply with their contracts, or inflicted 
upon them the penalty. He had no disposition 
to bear hardly upon the present undertaker. He 
was willing to adopt any practicable mode which 
would secure the execution of the public printing 
without inflicting injury upon the present con- 
tractor, or making him an example, when others 
under similar circumstances had been relieved. 
He was for discharging the printer from the con- 
tract, if it was a losing one, and for employing 
competent printers to do the work as it ought to 
be done, that they might receive the documents in 
an expeditious manner, and no longer be subjected 
to injurious and troublesome delays. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, next ob- 
tained the floor, and said he wished to interrupt | 
the business now under consideration for a single 
moment. He would state to the House that, a | 


nractors should be relieved from their contract 
a the work be given out at other rates, He ap- 
vvled to the gentieman not to discuss the ques- 
yon at present, but wait until it should be brought 

not incidentally, not collaterally, but ina di- 
= tangible form. Let the gentleman discuss 

rinting of this report as much as he pleased, 
pat defer the discussion of the general question 
yotil it came up properly. , <n 

r. VENABLE (resuming) said his friend 
fom Kentucky had made the very speech he had 
intended to make, and much better than he could 
have made it. 

THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
by their Secretary, A. Dicxins, Esq., informing 
he House that the Senate had passed a bill pro- 
viding for the taking of the seventh census. 

Mr. VENABLE (still remaining upon the floor) 
ssid he desired to move that the bill just received 
from the Senate be referred to the Judiciary Com- } 
mittee and printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Judiciary,) said he 
desired to make another motion in reference to the | 
nt se hits it was very important that the | Jeet in_getting the floor at this time was to move 

ation which he desired, should be made. || the reference of the Senate bill to the Committee 
SPEAKER, (to Mr. Vewase.) Does the j, on the Judiciary, and that it be printed, and that 
gentleman give bi ? | 

Mr. VENABLE. I will make the motion for 
the gentleman. 





| 


on the Judiciary, he had reported the census bill, | 
having waited on the Senate for a month without || 
receiving it. 
the Senate and Leen sent to the House, 








mittee, in order that they might produce one bill 
|| to the House for its action. He made that mo- 


Mr. McLANE insisted upon the regular order || '® 


of business. 
The SPEAKER stated that the message just | 
received from the Senate could not now be taken 
up, except by the unanimous consent of the House, 
the question of printing being in order. 
Mr. McLANE insisted upon the regular order 
of business. 
MR. KING'S REPORT ON CALIFORNIA. | 
So Mr. VENABLE (retaining the floor) pro- | 
ceeded with his remarks upon the motion to print | 
ten thousand extra copies of the message commu- | 
nicating T. Butler King’s report. 
As he had before remarked, his friend from | 








Kentucky [Mr. Tompson] had made a much || greatly prefer to see the bills on the Speaker’s 
better speech than he could have done, and had || table taken up in their regular order. 


given the information to the House which he (Mr, | 
V.) had desired should come before it. In relation | 
to the report of Mr. King, which was now on the | 
table, whether it should be printed or not, he was | 
not now going to discuss. 


objection to the motion, that the printing could | 
not now be done. 
He (Mr. V.) wished here to be permitted to say, 
that he had not acted in this matter without consult- 
ing his friend from Mississippi, (Mr. Me Witte, } | 
who was at the head of the Committee on Print- | 
ing. He had told that gentleman on yesterday | 
that he should bring the subject before the House. | 
He had no complaint to make against the Com- | 
mittee on Printing—not the slightest; but he con- |) 
sidered it a duty to the country, to the House, and 
to his constituents that this subject should be | 
brought up, and that some reason should be given | 
to the country why they were accumulating or- 
ders to print, when none were executed. Let them 
pass the order this morning to print ten thousand 
extra copies of this report, and they would not be 
likely to get it, under the present system of print- 
ing, until next year; for they had just received the 
printing which they had ordered last year. Over 
four months had elapsed of this session, and they 
had not received the printing ordered at the com- 
mencement of the session. It was idle to order 
More printing, when, under the nt system of 
printing, it coulu not be done. He meant to object 
to the printing of anything until this heap of meal 
was probed to the bottom—until it was fully as- 
certained who was in fauit, or what was in fault— 
whether it was the contractor or the system. If 
it was the system, let them change it; if the con- 
tractors, let them be held responsible, no mat 
who they were. He should therefore vote against 
the printing of this California paper, or any other 
Paper, until some action was taken in reference to 
the general subject of printing. This system of 











gentleman from Pennsylvania could only be re- 
eeived by the unanimous consent of the 
this time. " 


the House bill be recommitted to the same com- 


taken, he wished to know if the Senate bill was 
printed ? 


that he had moved its printing. 


ness had been lying there for weeks, which he | 


for the special order of the day. | believe that the 
he Hource were in no || census bill is the special order, and that it is in 
condition now to do it—he considered it a fair | order to call it up at any time. 


ion. 
The SPEAKER stated that the motion of the 


ouse at 


Mr. HUBBARD said before the vote was 


Mr. THOMPSON replied that it was not, but 


Mr. HUBBARD said he wee it to be printed. 
The SPEAKER stated the motion of Mr. 


Thompson, and inquired whether it was received || 
by the unanimous censent of the House? 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he should | 


Other busi- | 





wished the House to take up. 
Mr. THOMPSON said, having the floor, I call 


The SPEAKER. The census bill is the special | 
order, but it is pending before the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union. The business | 
now before the House is the legitimate business, | 
until the House resolves itself into a Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I move to go into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for 
the purpose of taking up the bill which is the | 


special order for to-day, unless my friend from || 


Mississippi (Mr. Brown] withdraws his objec- | 
tion, and allows the motion 1 have made to be 


ut. 

" Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he should 
dislike very much to delay this matter. But there 
were other bills which had been laying on the | 
Speaker’s table for some weeks—one or two in 
which the State of Mississippi was very much 
interested, which he would like to see taken up in 
their order. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania move to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? 

Mr. THOMPSON. I do. 

The SPEAKER announced the question upon 
that motion. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that, be- 
fore the motion was put, he hoped that the House 
would come to some understanding about the mat- 
ter, It seemed to him that it cout be improper 
to take up the bill in committee before having the 
bill from the Senate regularlw before them. He 
thought that the chairman of the Committee on the 
J pisors pein, Tuomrson] would see the impro- 
priety oing 80. 











Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 


had been endeavoring to explain that very point 
to the House. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Let us at 


een when we do take up the bill, go practi- 
ca 


at work, 
r. PRESTON KING made a remark or sug 


gestion, of which nothing was heard by the re- 


porter. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Tuomrson, of Penn- 
sylvania.) Does t’ > gentleman insist on his mo- 
tion to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? The Chair understands the 
motion of the gentleman, in the first place, to have 

| been, that by unanimous consent the Senate bill 
in relation to the census should be réad a first wd 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, and be printed; and that the Commitice 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union should be 
discharged from the consideration of the bill on 
the same subject heretofore reported from the 
Committee on the Judiciary of this House, and 
that it be recommitted to the last mentioned com- 
mittee, so that the whole subject ma 


This motion can only be made by unanmious con- 
few days since, by instruction of the Committee || sent. 


be before it. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. 


I object. 
The SPEAKER. 


Then the motion is, that 


Since that time the bill had passed | the rules be suspended, and that the House 
His ob- || resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Mr. JONES desired, he said, to put an inquiry 
to the Chair. It was this—the census bill having 
been made the special order for this day, he de- 
sired to be informed whether the House had any 
discretion except to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? in other words, 


| could that special order be rescinded except by 


unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER. The bill is in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and is made 
the special order for this day; but it cannot be 
acted upon except in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and if the House should 
refuse to go into committee, the Chair is not aware 
of any process by which the House can be com- 
— to act upon the bill; the bill is not in the 

ouse . 


Mr. WENTWORTH, (tothe Speaker.) What 


| will be the position of the motion to print Mr. 


King’s report, if I should now withdraw my objec- 
tion to the motion of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr. Tuompson?] I have no wish to delay 
the action of the House on that bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution in rela- 
tion to printing the report would come up as un- 
finished business; or, in other words, it would take 
precedence of other business. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. If our public printers 
are so slow—— 

The SPEAKER. This business will be in or- 
der at any time; because the Committee on Public 


| Printing is authorized to report at any time. 


Mr. WENTWORTH then withdrew his ob- 
jection to the motion of Mr. Tuompson, of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he would 
withdraw his objection also. He did not like to 
interfere with the bill. 

The bill from the Senate, providing for the taking 
of the seventh census of the United States, was 
then read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. FOWLER inquired whether it was in order 
to move that the bill be read? 

The SPEAKER said, if the gentleman insisted 
on the reading of the bill, the question must be 
put to the House. 

Mr. FOWLER did not insist on the reading. 

Mr. WHITE inquired of the Speaker whether, 
if the Senate bill was committed tu the Committee 
on the Judiciary, the special order would not 
thereby be absolved ? 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly it will be so. 
The question now is on referring the Senate bill 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

It was so ordered. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union was then discharged from the further 
consideration of the billon the sume subject here- 
tofore reported from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, and it was recommitted to the said com- 
mittee. 

And the printing of the Senate bill was ordered. 
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MR. KING’S REPORT. || leave to say, that the enormous quantities of extra 
The question then recurred on the report of the documents, of engravings, and of maps, Which had | 
Committee on Printing. |, been ordered, were the main cause of the delay. If 
Mr. WENTWORTH said he thought Mr. | the House would confine itself to printing docu- 
King’s report one of great interest, and especially || ments for their own use, the public printing would 
to the people in those sections of the country || bedone with proper dispatch. But when one hun- 
where was the largest emigration to California. | dred thousand extra copies of an enormous book, 
He (Mr. W.) thought the number too small, and | full of engravings and useless maps, were ordered 
moved to strike out ten thousand and insert one | to be printed, the delivery of the printing was ne- 
hundred thousand. '| cessarily delayed until the engravings and -_ 
The public printers had been alluded to. Old || were furnished the printer. Jt always would 
members knew whathad been given out respecting || so, and could not be otherwise. He knew of no 
the public printing at the last session of Congress, || abuse under this Government which had grown 
and it looked to him as if those givings out were to | with such rapidity as this very thing of printing | 
become facts. New members ought to look into | enormous numbers of extra copies of documents, | 
this matter and see if there is no fraud, no man of || full of engravings and maps. Already the de- | 
straw used by which certain men were laboring to || ficiency in the appropriation for the contingent fund 
break up the contract system. He favored a se- || of the House for useless engravings and maps— 
lect committee empowered to send for persons and || which when furnished were of no service—was 
papers before any new move was made to make || enormous, amounting to very many thousands of 
any concern in this city a gainer by its own || dollars. ‘The House itself was more responsible 
wrong. Who are the backers of our printers? | for these delays than anybody else. Let them re- 
Look at the bond, gentlemen! Are we to put | duce the number of extra copies, engravings, and 
hundreds ‘of thousands of dollars into the pockets || maps ordered, and it would go far to remedy the | 
of men who fail to make good their bond, for the || evil. The Patent Office document, which was | 
especial purpose of compelling us to declare their || ordered at the last session, had not yet been de- 
contract abandoned ? || livered in full—he knew that his room was exceed- 
He had heard of a deep laid scheme to divide || ingly encumbered with them—he wished they 
out the public printing, and it was due to the— 
country that a committee should be appvinted to || He concluded by moving the previous question. 
inquire if any of those who are to be profited by || Mr. CARTTER said he hoped the’ motion | 
this. division of the spoils are on the bond of the || would be withdrawn for a moment. 
present public printer, and what instrumentality, ‘| ‘The motion was not withdrawn. 
if any, such person had in palming upon the coun-|| Mr. WENTWORTH inquired of the Speaker | 
try, a¢ a responsible man to do sucha vast amount || whether the clerk had entered his (Mr. W.’s) 
of work, one of his own journeymen. There might || amendment? 
have been fraud, at least a trick, in this matter. The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman move an 
Certainly it looked bad for men to be at work to || amendment? 
get themselves elected public printers under the old || Mr. WENTWORTH said that he considered | 
extortionary rates, who had aided the present con- || himself, first, as having offered his amendment,° 
tractor in getting the printing from other bidders, || and then as having submitted some remarks. 
who would have done the work promptly. If he || The SPEAKER said that the amendment hav- | 
understood the project now agitated in the dark, || ing been moved, the question would of course be 
among confidential friends, the office of public | taken upon it. 
printer would be the best under the Government. || ‘The question then was taken on the demand for 
| 
| 
| 


were out of it. 








He (Mr. W.) was for the contract system, and || the previous question, and the vote stood, ayes 72, | 
it was the fault of the contractors themselves and || noes 35. (No quorum voting.) Tellers were | 
not the Government, if they did not get good || called for, and appointed—Messrs. Tompson, of | 
wrices. They bid with their eyes wide open. 

here was no more reason why the contractsystem || And the question having been again taken, the 
in relation to public printing should be abandoned || affirmative vote stood, ayes 97, noes not counted. 
than that in relation to beef and pork forthe army || So there was a second, and the main question 
and navy, or that in relation to the carrying the |’ was ordered to be taken. 

United States mail. || ‘The main 

But if the contractsystem was to be abandoned, || ment of Mr. 
he was for Government doing its own printing. || 
He was for divorcing the Government from the | strike out “ten thousand’’ and insert ‘* one hun- | 
press. Hedid not believe in organs, except on 
the principle, that every man should support his || 
own organ. A man can grind any tune he pleases || 
on his own organ, but he ought to pay his own) A brief conversation followed between Mr. Ince | 
bills. He objected to taxing his constituents to || and the Speaker. 
pay any man for supporting a newspaper, under || 
pretence of a national organ. Indeed there was || be stated, which having been done— 
no national organ, and could not be, where there || Mr. WOOD said he would vote for the largest | 
was such a great diversity of opinion as there was | number if the report could be relied on; but he be- 
in this country. The Government and the press || lieved it could not be relied on. 
should be fully divorced, or else it should aid one || Mr. JONES moved that the resolution and | 
press as much as another, '| amendment be laid upon the table. 

Government ought to do its own printing, and | Mr. WENTWORTH asked for the yeas and | 
then it could control it in its own way. Next to | nays. 


the contract system, he preferred a Government | Mr. STANLY inquired whether, if the motion 





ENTWORTH. 


Mr. VENABLE asked the yeas and nays on | 





printing establishment, and he believed we would || to lay on the table prevailed, there would be any 


yet have to come to that plan, unless the contract || pending motion to print extra copies at all? 


system should be sustained. The SPEAKER said, the motion was to lay the | 
It would not be in order to move fora select, whole subject on the table. 

committee to-day, unless by unanimous consent, || ‘The SPEAKER stated the question. 

and he feared that the schemers might have some | My. DOTY reminded the Speaker that the yeas 

friend here to object to-day, if he made themotion. | and nays had been demanded. 


He hoped, however, this scheme to make million- The count was taken, and the yeas and nays 
aires out of new public printers, would not be en- | were ordered. 
tertained, until a thorough investigation of the | Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to 
present contract was held. The printing was kept | be informed whether, if the motion to lay on the 
back, and, it was suggested, purposely kept back, || table should be agreed to, any order would remain 
in order to make the present system odious. € || for the printing of the usual number of copies for 
hoped, before the public printing was given to | the use of the House? 
any one, a committee would be appointed to seeif, The SPEAKER said that the rinting of the 
that person was not either as surety, or contractOr | ysual number had already been ordered. 
—~a party to keeping back our present printing. || The question was then taken on the motion that 
Mr. BAYLY said he had a word to say, and | the whole subject be laid on the table, and was 








would conclude by moving the previous question. || decided in the negative—yeas 58, nays 104, as fol- 


He felt the inconvenience of the delay of the public | jows: 
printing as much as any man of the House; butas |  ypag—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
to the question who was responvible for it, he begged |) Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William J. 
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|| if an amendment would now 


|| Mississippi, and Oeie. ) 
| 
{ 


uestion was, first, on the amend- || 


| dred thousand’”’ copies. | 


the amendment. \| 


Mr. FOWLER asked that the question might 
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Brown, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb. © 
mick, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Gerry. Genet 
ikon, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson WwW. un. 
Thomas L. Harris, Hoagtand, Howard, Hubber ig ia, 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufin., =” 
Sére, Lituefield, Mason, McDonald, Robert M M ny La 
MeM : lien, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meade, Morse Orr puta, 
Robinson, Savage, Seddon, Alexander H. StephensPh 
Jacob Thompson, James ‘T » Toombs V , 
Wallace, Williams, Wood, and Woodward—ss. - °"%e, 
NAYS—Messers. Allen, Alston, Anderson, Andrews 
mun, Baker, Bay, Bingham, » Bowie, Buel, ¢} 
Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, George. A 
well, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Cartter, Casey, ¢) 
Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry. pj oy 
Dixon, Doty, Duer, Durkee, Fowler, Fuller, Giddin c. 
more, Goodenow, Gott, Hall, Hammond, Harian’'y “4 
|} Haymond, Heury, Hilliard, Howe, William T, Jack ay, 
| James L. Joimson, George G. King, Jobn A. King. Pro 
King, Leffler, Horace Mann, Matteson, MeClernann 
| McGaughey, McKis:ock, Finis E. McLean, Meaci nd, 
| Moore, Morehead, Morris, Nelson, Ogle, Otis Parke 
| Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, Patnam, Reed Rey’ 
nolds, Richardson, Robbins, Rockweil, Rumsey Sack . 
| Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Spaulding 
Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Wichard'H. Sum’ 
| Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Sweetser, ‘Taylor, John Bf’ 
Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhili, Vinton Walden, 
Waldo, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, White, Wilma’ 
| Wilson, and Winthrop—104. ’ 4 


So the subject was not laid upon the table, 
And the question recurring on the amendment, 


hestey 
+ Cald. 





|| Mr. WENTWORTH said, that as he had bon 


_ informed that the report of Mr. King was for sale 


| cheap in this city, he would withdraw his motion 


| to amend. 

So the amendment was withdrawn. 

| ‘The question then recurred on the adoption of 
| the resolution reported by the Committee on 


‘| Printing. 


A brief conversation followed between Mr. 
| Jones and the Speaker. 

Mr. PRESTON KING inquired of the Speaker 
in order? 

The SPEAKER said not at this time. 

Mr. JONES asked for the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the resolution, which were re- 
| fused. 

| Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid 


|| on the table. 
'| The question being taken, the House decided 


that the resolution should not be laid on the table. 
And then the resolution was adopted. 
The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the other report made by Mr. Mc Wixuir, from 


| the Committee on Printing; and it was 


Ordered, That the said committee be discharged from 
| the further consideration of the memorial of certain citizens 
| of the United States,praying for a distribution of the public 
| documents to public schools, and that it be laid on the 
table. 
| 


Mr. BAYLY believed, he said, (addressing the 
| SpeaKker,) that the regular business in order was 
| the call of committees for reports. 
The SPEAKER assented. 
Mr. BAYLY called for the regular order of 
business. 
WILMINGTON AND RALEIGH RAILROAD. 
Mr. ASHE rose, he said, to a privileged ques- 
tion. He desired to call up the motion heretofore 
made by him, to reconsider the vote by which the 
| bill for the relief of the Wilmington and Raleigh 
Railroad emeet had been referred to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole House. 
The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
motion to reconsider. 
In support of this motion, 
Mr. ASHE said that if it accorded with the feel- 
ings of the majority of the House to pass the bill, 


| 


|| in order that the relief asked for should be effectual, 





| itshould be passed without any delay. He begged 
_ the attention of the House for a few momenis, to 
/ enable him to explain the character of the bill. 
| The Wilmington and Raleigh Railroad Company 

had been enga by the Post Office Department 


for the last twelve years, in the transportation of 


‘the great southern mail. It had performed this 


duty regularly and satisfactorily; but finding that 


| 
| the situation of the road was becoming so ruinous 


that in all probability it could not comply much 
longer with the requisitions of its contract, it was 
compelled to undertake the renovation of its condi- 
tion, and with that purpose in view, had made ar- 
rangements with a company in England to obtain 


| 
| a supply of iron to relay it. The object of the bill 
| under consideration, was to exten 


the time of 


| payment of the duties on the importation of this 
iron. The bill contemplated no appropriation of 
public moneys, no diminution of the revenues of 
the Government, but merely an extension of the 
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or payment for the period of four years; and 
ine of a insure the regular and punctual dis- 
poner of these annual instalments, it authorized 
- Postmaster General to retain annually, out of 
iw oneys which might be due from the depart- 
nt for mail service to the company, a sufficient 
Se al to meet and discharge their instalments. 
fh would be perceived from this provision, that the 
Government run no risk of losing any of its just 
revenue, but on the contrary, it held the payment 
i its own hands—it became its own paymaster. 
But in order to remove any uneasiness which 
might be felt on this head, the bill further provided 

od and ample security—that such security as by 
ihe district judge might be deemed reasonable and 
atisfactory should be given by the company, for 
the ultimate discharge of these duties. He (Mr. 
4.) would observe, In conclusion, that as the pro- 
yisions of the bill were reasonable, the relief of 
sch a character as would enable the company to 
jischarge its contract for the transportation of the 
United States mail, and the ultimate payment of 
juties well secured, he hoped no opposition would 
be raised to the passage of the bill. : ; 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
afirmative—ayes 92, noes 27. 

So the vote was reconsidered. ; 

The question then recurred on the motion to re- 
fer the bill to the Committee of the Whole. : 

Mr. STANLY expressed the hope that the bill 
would not be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. If it were so, the probability was that it 
would sleep there so leng that it would be impos- 


sible for the relief contemplated by it to be avail- | 


able. If gentlemen had any difficulty about the 
bili—though he scarcely supposed there could be 
any—he would submit the propriety of suffering 
it io lie over informally until they had given the 
necessary €Xamination to it. 

Mr. VENABLE asked for a vote on the pas- 
saze of the bill. He could see no reason, he 
sud, why it should not be passed now. The 
United States had as much interest as any other 
parties could have in the transportation of the 
mail; and he could see no reason for commitment 
or delay. 

Mr. OTTER said he desired to make a brief 

explanation. ‘The Wilmington and Raleigh Rail- 
road Company have on hand a quantity of iron, 
on which the duties are due. Itis of great impor- 
tance that there should be "speedy action on this 
bill, as the embarrassments of the company are so 
great as to render it impossible for them to pay the 
duties on that iron. ‘They have a contract with 
the Postmaster General for conveying the United 
States mail over this road, which contract expires 
on the first of July. tae contract with the 
Postmaster General, the United States agrees to 
pay $75,000 a year for the transportation of the 
mail; so that the payment to the company, under 
this contract for a single year, would be sufficient 
to pay the duties on the iron now on hand. If it 
were otherwise, however, he would vote in favor 
of this bill. We have a general interest in the 
passage of this bill, which is merely to give time 
to the company to make their payments. Securi- 
lies are to be given, and these securities are to be 
approved by the district judge of North Carolina. 
He could not anticipate any objection to putting 
this bill on its e now. There will be one 
hundred thousand dollars due to the company for 
transportation of the mail next July, and the com- 
pany ask for no part of this money until the duties 
on the iron are paid. . 
_The Postmaster General speaks highly of the 
liberality of this company, who have never at- 
tempted these exorbitant exactions from the Gov- 
ernment which some other railroad companies 
have. He would only say, in addition, that the 
committee was unanimous in recommending the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. PHELPS expressed a wish to suggest an 
amendment, but objection was made. 

Mr. VENABLE stated that this was a measure 
of great importance. He was willing to adopt the 
Suggestion of the gentleman to save time. He 
Would call the attention of the House to the im- 
portance of putting this great road in order. The 
company was in an embarrassed condition. There 
was an existing contract with the Government for 
the transportation of the mail. It is the great 
route through which the northern mail runs twice 
aday. There will be money enough in the hands 
of Government due under the contract, sufficient 


to pay the duties on the iron in hand. And all | 
that the company desires is such an extension of 
the time for payment as will relieve them from im- 
ae pressure, and enable them to put the road 
in order. ; 

Mr. PRESTON KING @)r. Venaste yielding 
the floor) asked to put a q@@8tion to the gentleman 
from North Carolina, ‘The gentleman had alluded 
to the sufficiency of the sum due under the con- | 
tract to pay the duties on the iron. He desired to 
ask him whether it was sufficient to cover the du- 
ties on the iron expected to come in? 

Mr. PHELPS (Mr. Venasie yielding the 
floor) desired to suggest an amendment, to limit | 
the bill to such iron as was already imported, or | 
might be imported within the next two years. 

r. CARTTER objected. 

Mr. VENABLE resumed. He was willing to 
adopt the amendment of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri. It was to limit the benefit conferred by 
this bill to such iron as had been already imported, 
or that might be imported during the next two 
years. He presumed there would be no objection 
to this amendment on the part of the House. He 
would now move the previous question. 

Mr. CARTTER hoped (he said) that the House | 
would vote down the previous question. 

Mr. C. then moved that the bili be laid upon the 
table, and asked the yeas and nays; which were 
refused. 

And the question having been taken, the House 
mere og that the bill should not be laid upon the | 
table. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said he un- 
ae the question was now on the passage of 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the pending question 
was on the demand for the previous question. If 
that motion should be seconded, the tiouse would 
ethen be brought to a vote on the reference of the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole, and failing | 
that, to a vote on the amendment and on the ques- | 
tion of engrossment. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, expressed a 
hope that before this bill was allowed to pass, the | 
House would take time to lovk into it. It was a 
proposition to bring the Government into a connec: | 





tion with the system of internal improvement, by | 


advancing money for the relief of this railroad com- 
pany; fer that was the true import of the bill. lt was 
a biil to authorize an extension of the time for the 
payment of the duties on imported iron, until such 
time as the Government might pay itself out of the 
moneys due to the company, under a contract for 
the transportation of the mail. Now, if the com- 
pany had entered into a contract with the Govern- | 
ment, let them fulfill their contract, and if the | 
Government has made such contract with the com- 
pany, let them pay what they have contracted to | 
pay, whenever the terms of the contract are com- 
plied with. He believed this road runs through 
two States, and if so, the Government has juris- 
diction over it. 

Several Voices: Three. 

Mr. STEVENS. Three States; then it does 
come under our jurisdiction. He was opposed 
to this system of encouraging the foreign manu- 
facturer to send his iron here, for the construction 
of our railroads, and to the manifest injury of our 
domestic manufacturers. 

Mr. POTTER (Mr. Stevens yielding at his | 
request) desired to ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, whether that State had ever paid duties | 
on the iron imported by her in the construction of | 
her railroads?) Had she not obtained a remission 
of the duties on all the imported iron used in the 
erection of ail her public works? 








Mr. STEVENS resumed. The State of Penn- 
— was at this moment buying British iron. 
e admitted that there was a time when Pennsyl- 
vania, in the construction of her railroads, im- 
ported a considerable quantity of iron from abroad, 
and by some arrangement, she had only partly 
id the duties on that iron. But latterly, neither 
ennsylvania nor any of the eastern Siates, had 
asked fora remission of the duties on their im- 
ported iron. 

Before the act of 1842, when Pennsylvania first 
embarked in the business of manufacturing railroad 
iron, she paid seventy dollars per ton on all the iron 
she imported; but since the year 1842, railroa( iron 
had been purchased at the rate of fifty-six dollars the | 
ton; and now this fi 


Boston at thirty-nine dollars the ton, duties, freight, | 


ign iron can be purchased in | 


and all other expenses included. Andalthough this 


|| is the State of things with our foreign competitors, 


and this is the way in which the domestic article 
is depressed, we are now called on to give new 
privileges in favor of the imported iron, by ex- 
tending the time in which this railroad company 
shall be required to pay the duties on the iron im- 
ported by them. The domestic manufacture is 
thus to have the disadvantage of a foreign valua- 
tion of the imported article, and the credit sys- 
tem instead of a home valuation and cash duty. 
These duties are thus in part to be made payabie, 
not by the railroad company, but by the United 
States Government; because they are not to be 
paid until the Government shall have in its hands 
enough of the money due to the company under 
their mail contract to pay them, 

He called on all those who had any regard for 
the iron interest of our own country, or who were 
disposed to sustain our home labor, to pause and 
reflect before they consented to pass this law, 
which would prove but an entering wedge to a 
system, the tendency of which is to break down 
all our domestic interests. There was never so 
much iron imported in any country as is now im- 
ported from England into the United States. Pig 
metal can now be brought into this country from 
Glasgow, at a less cost than the bare expenses of 
carrying the same article fifty miles by internal 
transportation, and is delivered here at a price 
which is absolutely ruinous to our own establish- 
ments. The effects of this destructive policy are 
already visible in the deteriorated condition of the 
Pennsylvania works. The establishments in 
Clarion. county are, for the most part, idle; and 
even coal is imported from Europe and brought 
into the Pennsylvania coal region. And as if this 
was not enough done for the injury of our domes- 
tic industry, railroad companies must come here 
and ask for an extension of time before they are 
to be called on to pay their duties on the iron im- 
ported for their benefit. And in this way all the 
great interests of the country are to be discon- 
nected and frittered away by piecemeal, until the 
whole shall be thrown down and destroyed. 

Mr. CARTTER expressed his gratification to 
hear that railroad iron was so abundant in our 
country, and that it could be obtained at so cheap 
arate Nothing that he had heard here was so 
calculated to rejoice the hearts of all those who 
are interested in the great railroad operations 
which were in progress, or which were now pro- 
jected, through the western States; and he con- 
gratulated them on the opportunity they now had 
of getting the iron for their works at a low price. 
He would always be ready to give his vote in 
favor of cheapening the article instead of raising its 
value. But he agreed with those who reprobated 
and repudiated this measure, not because there was 
railroad iron enough in the country for all the pur- 


\poses which might be required, but because it was 


an attempt to make the Government a party to a 
special contract. He denied that there was any con- 
stitutional power in Congress to legislate for such 
a purpose. Why should a North Carolina Com- 
pany come here and ask for this special privilege, 
when there are so many other companies standing 
precisely on the same footing, and entitled to just 
the same amount of privileges? We have no power 
to do anything of the kind. 

He designated this measure as a beautiful Dem- 
ocratic doctrine. to save the Whig party. It was 
no doctrine which justly belonged to the Demo- 
cratic party. 

We have nothing to do with these matters of 
special contract, or with these State establishments. 
He would vote against this bill. And he had 
asked the gentleman from North Carolina to with- 
‘draw his call for the previous question to enable 
him to state why he waa opposed to it. These 
railroad companies can get sufficient supplies of 
iron in Europe; and if they cannot get credit there, 
it is because their works here are not in a condi- 
tion to command it. 

Mr. STANLY was very sorry that his friend 
from Ohio should have thought proper to make 
such a strong opposition to a bill so trifling in its 
character. He would assure the gentleman that 
the part of the State of North Carolina which 
would be benefited by this road was the very 
heart of Democerncy. We have no disposition 
whatever to take any advantage of the House at 
all. Let the bill be postponed, if such be the de- 
sire of the House, until it can be examined. it ia 





86 simple in its provisions and its character that a 
child may understand it. He was sorry that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Stevens} could 
never speak on any subject without throwing out 
some reflection against the South. 

Mr. STEVENS (Mr. Sranzy yielding for ex- 
planation) said he had thrown out no reflection on 
the South. He should have made the same ob- 
servations if the bill had been for the benefit of the 
North. But the North would not come here to 
ask for sach a measure, 

Mr. STANLY (resuming) said he had hereto- 
fore voted in fuvor of the eee of our domes- 
tic industry, and he would be gratified to do so 
again. hatever protection may be required to 
place the iron-works in Pennsylvania on a prosper- 
ous footing, he would be always ready to vote for, 
inspite of the remarks which had been made by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. This isa very 
small matter. It is merely a bill for the extension 
of the time for the payment of duties. The con- 
tract existing between this company and the Post 
Office Department is to the amount of nearly 
$100,000 a year. And this alone was ample se- 


curity to the Government. On sosimple a matter | 


he was surprised that such an opposition should 
be raised. 

Mr. CASEY was understood to put an inquiry, 
whether the iron had been all imported, or there 
was yet a quantity to be imported ? 

Mr. STANLY was anderstood to say, that the 
iron had been imported. 

Mr. SACKETT asked if there would be any 
incumbrance on the road which would diminish 
the security held by the Government ? 

Mr. STANLY replied in the negative, and 
moved the previous question. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question was ordered to be 
now taken. 

The yeas and nays were asked, and refused. 


The House refused to refer the bill to the Com- | 


mittee of the Whole. . 

And the question recurred on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Venaste, the ques- 
tion was taken, and the amendment was agreed to. 

‘The question then being on ordering the bill, as 
amended, to be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and being 
tuken, were—yeas 79, nays 72, as follows: 

YEAS—Merers. Alston, Anderson, Andrews, Ashe, Ben- 
nett, Bowdou, Bowie, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, ‘Thomas B. 
Rater, E. C. Catell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Clarke, 
Conger, Deberry, Dixon, Duer, Durkee, Ewing, Goodenow, 
Gorman, Got, Haralson, Sampson W. Hartis, Haymond, 
Hilliar', Howard, Joseph W. Jackson, James L. Johnson, 
Robert Ww. Jonson, Julinn, Kaufman, George G. King, 
Join A. King, Matteson, MeKissock, Finis E. McLean, 
McQueen, MeWillie, Meacham, Morehead, Nelson, Orr, 
Otis, Peck, Phelps, Poter, Putnam, Reed, Reynolde, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Ramsey, Schermerhorn, Senooleraft, Shep- 
perd, Spaulding, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Mtanton, A. H. Stephens, Sweeteer, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, ‘Tuck, 
Underhill, Venable, Vinton, Watkins, Weliborn, White, 
Wittitams, Wilson, and Winthrop—79. 

NAYS—Messrs, Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Bay, Bayly, 
Bingham, Booth, William J. Brown, Buel, Chester Butier, 
Joseph Cable, Calvin, Cartter, Casey, Cleveland, W. R. W. 
Cobb, Colecock, Crowell, Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, 
Rdwundson, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings, 
Giimore, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, Isham G. Har- 
ris, Henry, Hoagland, Howe, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew John- 
sen, Janes, Preston King, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace Mann, 
Mason, McDonald, Robert M. MeLane, Me Multen, Miller, 
Moore, Mortis, Oale, Parker, Peastee, Pitman, Powell, 
Richardson, Rockwell, Savage, Seddon, Sprague, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stetson, James Thompson, Wittiam Thompson, 
Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wentworth, Whittesey, and 
Witmot—72. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading at this 
time. 

And the bill having been read a third time, and 
the question being on the passage thereof, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the 
yeas and nays; which were refused. 

And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 81, noes not counted, 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. ASHE moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Mr. CARTTER asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused, 

The question was then taken, and the motion to 
reconsider was laid upon the table. 


Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the Elouse re- 


solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 








| 





| 
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Mr. BAYLY asked the gentleman to withdraw 
the motion. 

The SPEAKER said, if the motion should be 
withdrawn, the regular order of business would 
be the call of the committees for reports. 

Mr. KAUFMAN waghdrew the motion. 

R RTS. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittees for reports, commencing (where the call 
was last arrested) with the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made adverse reports in the 
following cases; which were ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed, viz: 

The petition of Mary B. Francisco, the widow 
of Peter Francisco, for a pension; 

The petition of Sianna Griffin, formerly Sianna 
Kibby, for a pension in right of her late husband, 
who was disabled in the United States frigate 
Brandywine, in the spring of 1826; and 

The petition of J. W. Whitford and fifty-six 
other citizens of Hickman county, Tennessee, ask- 
ing for an increase of pension to Jordan Milam. 


On motion by Mr. W., the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the following cases; and 
they were ordered to lie on the table, viz: 

The petiuon of Mott Wilkinson, a soldier of 
Indiana county, Pennsylvania, for an increase of 
pension; 

The petition of Anna L. Scott, for a pension; 

The petition of Nehemiah Holden, of Brown 
county, Ohio, for increase of pension; 

The petition of Catharine Adair, widow of Gen- 
eral John Adair, of the war of the Revolution, for 
arrears of pension; 

- petition of Hannah Weston, for a pension; 
an 

The petition of Jonathan Hutchins, of the 
county of Randolph, Indiana, for bounty land and | 
pension for services rendered by him during the | 
war of the Revolution. 

Mr. WALDO also, from the Committee on | 
Revolutionary Pensions, to which had been re- 
ferred the joint resolution of the Senate to grant 
pensions to certain widows, from the 4th of 
March, 1841, to the 4th of March, 1843, made an 
adverse report thereon. 

Mr. WALDO called 
port; and it was read. 

Mr. W. then sail, that he supposed there might 
be some gentlemen, not at this moment in their 
seats, who might desire to be-heard on this sub- 
ject, although the committee had instructed him to 
move to lay the report on the table. Perhaps the 
fairer course would be that the report should be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, that it might not now take up 
any of the time of the House. If any gentleman 
desired that such a motion should be made he was 
willing to submit it. 

I am desired (continued Mr. W. after a mo- 
ment’s pause,) to make the motion. 
move that the report be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and that 
it be printed. Gentlemen can there discuss it if 
they are so disposed. 

The motion having been agreed to, the report 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a pen- 
sion to Alice Markland, which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee of | 
the Whole House, and, with the report accompa- | 
nying, ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had 
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The bill was read a second time, ead 
be engrossed and read a third time; ernie 
engrossed was read the third time and passed. 
Mr. SACKETT, from the Committee 
lutionary Pensions, reported the following tart 
which were severally read a first and second tint 
wy their titles, referred to a committee of 1 
hole House, and, with the reports accompan,. 
ing, ordered to be printed, viz: Pany- 
A bill for the relief of John Morrison: 
A bill for the relief of Adam Garlock; 
bill for the relief of Rebecca Fr 
widow of Pearson Freeman. yen te 
Mr. S. also, from the same committee 
adverse report on the petition of Joseph Merchant 
a revolutionary soldier, asking for an increase of 
ension; and it was ordered to lie on the table and 


» Made an 


prec 
n motion by Mr. S., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of the executors of Carter Page, prayin 
for the commutation due to*the deceased as ; 
captain in the army of the Revolution; and it was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GORMAN, from the Committee on Revo. 
lutionary Pensions, made an adverse report on the 

etitions of Samuel Gilman, of John Jones, of 

entucky; of Jeremiah Stillwell; of Uriah Wilson 
and others; of the citizens of the State of Pennsy|- 
vania; of the citizens of Wyoming and Livingston 
counties, in the State of New York; praying the 
passage of a law, placing those persons who served 
in the Indian wars of 1795, on the same footing of 
those who served in the revofutionary war; which 
report was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 


Mr. MATTESON, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Thomas Flanagan, which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a,Committeé of 
the Whole House, and, with the report accom- 
panying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. AVERETT, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Jonas 
D. Platt, which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and, with the report accompanying, 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LEFFLER, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Peter 
Frost, which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. LEFFLER, the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of the legal represent- 
atives of John Jackson, for a pension for the loss of 
an arm in the action with Serapis; and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 


sions. 

Mr. GERRY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to permit him to make several reports 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs. He said 


I therefore || that when that Committee was last called, he was 


confined to his room by indisposition. 

No objection was made; and 

Mr. G., from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
reported the following bills, which were severally 
read a first and second time by their titles, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
reports accompanying, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of William Gove; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Cressey; 

A bill for the relief of Lot Davis; 

A bill granting a pension to Asel Wilkinson; 

A bill for the relief of James W. Wilkins. 

Mr. G., from the same committee, made an ad- 
verse report on the memorial of Samuel T. Ander- 


been referred the memorial of the administrator || son, of Baltimore, Maryland, asking for a pension 


of Sarah Stokes, reported a joint resolution for the 


to the Ist July, 1845; which was ordered to lie on 


relief of the administrator of Sarah Stokes, de- || the table, and be prioted. 


ceased; which was read a first time by its title. 
Mr. W. explained that an act had passed last 
Congress, on the 5th of August, 1848, allowing a 
pension in this case, which was a very meritorious 
one; but that the widow died just seven days be- 
fore the day on which the pension was to com- 


mence, consequently the administrators could not || vice; 
lay claim to the money. This bill was intended || sions. 


to authorize: the money to be paid to the adminis- 
trators. He hoped that the bill would be read 
through, with a view to its passage. | 


There being no objection, 


On motion by Mr. G., the Committee on Naval 
Affairs was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the memorial of Ursula E. Cobb, the 
widow of the late Charles Cobb, of the United 
States navy, for a pension on account of the death 
of her h nd from disease contracted in the ser- 
and it was referred to the Committee on Pen- 

Mr. WALDEN, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported the following bills, which 
were severally read a first and second time by their 
titles, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
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0 and, with the reports accompanying, ordered to be 
g 


bill for the reliefof Mary W. Thompson; and 
‘A bill for the relief of Alanson Pool. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mitee on Invalid Pensions, reported the followin 


inted, Viz? 
Pa 






| The petition of Joshua Hillyard, of the State || come. Sonte were against all relaxation of the 
| 


of New York, praying for an act to authorize the 

| payment of his claim against the United States. 
n motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, 
the Committee on Commerce was dise from 
the further consideration of the following cases; 


system; while others were in favor of abolishing 
all restraints and adopting the English system, a8 
pee modified, under which registers were 
granted to all veaseis owned by their citizens. The 


: ‘ ; committee, under these circumstances, had deemed 
; pills, which were severally read a first and seco and they were ordered to lie on the table, viz: it proper not to oblige these parties to wait, but to 
‘ time by their titles, referred to the Committee of The memorial of Charles Massey, jr., for the || carry out the universal rule in this case, and report 

the Whole House, and, with the reports accom- || repayment of an excessive duty erroneously eX- || @ special bill granting a register to this vessel. 
nying, ordered to be printed, viz: acted — brown sugar from Canton; and the Mr. JONES said he would vote for a law grant- 
Pa bill for the relief of Hamilton Carroll; and letter of the Secretary of the Treasury on the || ing register to any vessel, which upon examination, 
: A bill for the relief of Fielding G. Brown. same subject. should be found seaworthy and of the proper capa- 
On mation, by Mr. PUTNAM, the Committee ap eateeeeie heme ee eee Se ore regis 
1 s and Canals was dischar rom the ’ ’ - — where ig a n built. e 
; € am enaietetion of the memorial of the Legis- || oo. praying that a certain duty may be re- || did not care where the vessel was built if it was 
f iative Assembly of Minnesota, asking for the im- pa . fit for sérvice; and if those whose duty it was to 
i ovement of the Mississippi river above the Falls n motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the || examine her were satisfied that she was worthy to 
St Anthony; and it was referred to the Com- Committee on Commerce was discharged from the || be classed as one of our vessels, it mattered not 
: thee on Commerce. — ee of sundry memorials, pray- || to him whether she wus built in old England or 
Te ie BAYLY, ftom the Comminos of Ways || i& for, thegconatacton of a ship eal around | New Bhat, Europe or Anerica—and be 
and Means, ssperset on inne _— man Committee on Public Lands, which already had bill. Pe CTI SO RI 
severa read a first and second time : . . 
their titles, rohered to the Committee of the Whole a ae a ‘Tie Ui Wer elh oretred ty Ue "engreded tae 
the ; , On motion by Mr. MecLANE, of Maryland, the || read a third time. 
on fom of the Union, and ordered to be print- same committee was discharged from the further And, having beety read w thitd time, was'passed. 
, , VIZ: pith _% consideration of the memorial of Captain H. M. Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, also, from the 
f A bill mene cee roan foe, the oe em of Shreeve, praying that the United States mayjmake || Committee on Commerce, reported the following 
po or the hscal year ending Hh June, || remuneration for the past use of his patent for || resolution; which was read and agreed to, viz: 
Abi making appropriation for the naval ser- | Gee of the United States; und it was referred to || mice oncommeres wits tap of he. Unite stale 
, vice, for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1851. thé Committee on Claims. map of the world, and a universal atlas, as required by suid 
Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Claims, Mr. McL. said that the Committee on Com- || Committee: 
, reported a bill for the relief of Matthews, Wood, || merce did not consider that it had jurisdiction of Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the Committee on 
and Hall, which was read twice by its title, re- anyfelaim except it arises out of commercial regu- Public Lands, to which the memorial of Wilham 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, || jations and laws as connected with the revenues of || Hatchett and one hundred and sixty other citizens 
with the report accompanying, ordered to be |} the country. of a the subject — been referred, re- 
rinted. . MeL. ; ported a bill to grant the right of way to the Cen- 
Be "Mc. THOMAS, from the Committee on Claims, || to which had been referred the meaoriel of David {| tral Plank Road Company of Alabama; which 
reported the following bills, which were severally || U, Brown for a new register, reported a bill to || ¥@S read a first and second time by its title, re- 
, read by their titles a first and second time, referred || grant a register to the barque Royal Saxon; which ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
toa Committee of the Whole House, and, with the |! Was*read by its title. 7 of the Union, and, with the report accompanying, 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed, viz: : |! Mr. MeL. asked that the bill might be put upon || ordered to be printed. 
A bill for the relief of George Armstrong; | its passage. Mr. C. also, from the same committee, made an 
A bill for the relief of Major E. H. Fitzgerald; || Mr. JONES inquired, by way of suggestion adverse report on the memorial of the Legisia- 
, A bill for the relief of Manoah D. Robinson; and whether it would not be an well to provide a gen- tive Assembly of Minnesota relative to the thirty- 
; A bill for the relief of William Kilgour. eral law on the subject, to take the place of this sixth sections of school lands; which was ordered 
’ Mr. THOMAS also, from the same committee, || special legislation ? . to lie on the table and be printed. 
made adverse reports in the following cases; which || “Mr. MeLANE said, he would state in reply to Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: || his friend from Tennessee {Mr. Jones,] that the || "uMerous memorials upon the subject had been 

On the memorial of Captain Francis Cicote, of || Committee on Commerce had now that very sub- || referred, reported a bill for an act providing for the 

Detroit, asking remuneration for damages done by ject under consideration. The universal practice soldiers of the war of 1812, 1813, 1814, and 1815; 

the Indians during the last war; and of the Government had been to legislate for these the Indian wars of 1811; the Florida Seminole 

On the memorial of the legal representatives of | cases specially. The universal practice had been, || 9" and the war known as General Wayne’s 

General Robert Young, for compensation for to- || that when a vessel was bought ander a decree of || war, of 1792 to 1795, bounty land to those who 

bacco destroyed by the British troops in 1814. the United States Court, the parties purchasing, if have not been heretofore provided for; which bill 

On motion by Mr. THOMAS, the Committee || they put repairs upon the vessel in the United || ¥®S read a first and second time by its title, when 

f on Claims was discharged from the further con- || States to the amount of three-fourths of her value ||; Mr. C. moved that it be referred to the Com- 

sideration of the claim of Charles Waldron for || when repaired, or when new, should have a regis- || Mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union and 

balance due on supplies furnished to the United || ter granted to her. This had been the practice || Made the special order of the day for the first 
States; and it was ordered to lie on the table. under the existing navigation system—it had been || Monday in June. 

f On motion by Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, the || the universal practice, and one connected with the Mr. VINTON expreesed the hope that there 

: Committee on Claims was discharged from the || protective character of our navigation laws. would be no special order. He objected to that 

further consideration of the petition of R. L. Cox; The vessel was now lying at the wharf in Bal- || Part of the motion. : 

also, the petition of Hendrick and Jones, next of || timore, with her cargo engaged. Her owners and || | The bill was then referred to the Committee of 

kin of Robert Leckie, one of the sureties of J. D. || agents had been here, awaiting the opportunity, || the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Hayden, late paymaster, for relief against certain || which he (Mr. McL.) had been seeking for fifteen On motion by Mr. COBB, of Alabama, the 

, claim put in suit by the United States against a said —_ to make this report. Committee on Public Lands was discharged from 

/ surety; and they were ordered to lie on the table. r. JONES said he was aware that the univer- || the further consideration of the bill granting 

{ Mr. McL.., from the same Committee, made || sal practice had been to legislate specially in these || bounty in land to the officers and soldiers who 

> adverse reports in the following cases, which were || cases, and he had never seen one of them brought || served their country in the last war with Great 

. ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: here which had not been a life and death case. Not || Britain; and the bill to provide bounty land for 

The memorial of George Hervey, praying that || a case had he known where the parties were not || all American soldiers not heretofore provided for; 
the owners and consignees of the British ship || waiting for Congress to authorize the register, in || and they were ordered to lie on the table. 
Joseph Mitchell, may be paid the full amount || order that they might put to sea. Mr. C. said the bill above provided for the 
whichby the act of Congress of 1830, was granted Mr. McLANE remarked that it was very natu- || cases embraced in these bills. 
for the relief of Alexander Claxton; and ral that the parties should want to send their ves- Mr. ALBERTSON, from the Committee on 
The memorial of Elliott, Smith and Nathan || sels to sea when everything was in readiness for || Public Lands reported back without amendment 
a Farnsworth, for compensation for rescuing United || them to do so. and favorable to Ke passage * he bill for the ben- 
States troops and stores from the wreck of the ||} Mr. WHITE inquired of the gentleman from || ef rigs omg . 
‘he ge efit of John Ozias; which bill was referred to a 
ship Charles Wharton, at Tampa Bay. Tennessee (Mr. Jones) what injury or harm could || Committee of the Whole House, and made the 
Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut, from the Com- || possibly result from this proceeding? order of the day for to-morrow. F 

| mittee on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Mr. JONES said he knew fothing about: the Mr. HOAGLAND, from the Committee on 

4 Thomas Crown, which was read a first and second || case. He did not know whether the three-fourths, || Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Jas- 

Whont ae ee - _ aie ne a4 a other repairs, had been put upon the ves- pes A. Melby; which was fod sien by its title, 

sand, accompan ’ . refe t ommittee 0 ho se 

, ordered to be printed. . Mr. WHITE said that of course the committee || and ae Mey inca asvommbartad, wert be 

. or ae HAM, from vor one ra on oe ee _ va reported the bill unless they were || printed. 

. made adverse reports in the following cases; which || sati on t int. ‘ tn th i cti 

Were ondered to he on: the table and be peiddhd, || Mir. JONES anid; whyeneaténere generat ww | aces tipo prs gored Rasaiar ion 

; viz: be passed upori the subject? It could be passed as || olution, viz: , 

, The memorial of Howell & Coates, of New —- and as easily as this; and C would ||) Resolved, That the Clerk of the House pay to Charles J. 

; Orleans, asking remuneration for loss of flat-boats || then get clear of this class of special legislation. fngersonl, of Pennsylvania, out of the contingent fund, 

‘ through the act of an officer of the United States; || Mr. McLANE said, in reference to this general hon Meaineieanaialaln devan te ee 

and law, there were difficulties that were not yet over- || 96th Congress to the 15th of January, inclusive, of 1840. 
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there would be no more difficulty in the proposi- 


pril 1] 


Mr. A. moved that the resolution be referred to =! 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union. 
Mr. JONES. I propose immediate action on 


that resolution, by moving that it be laid upon the 


table, 


After a brief conversation between Mr. CASEY 


and the SPEAKER— 


Mr. KAUFMAN said that if the matter was to | 
be laid upon the table he should insist on the read- | 
ing of the report. He thought the report should | 
be printed, so that gentlemen might have an oppor- | 


tunity of seeing it. 

Mr. CASEY asked Mr. Jones to withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. JONES said it was not necessary to the 


reading of the report that his motion should be 
withdrawn. 


The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Kaurman.) Does the 


gentleman from Texas call for the reading of the | 


report? 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Not until the question is 
teken on the motion to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. JONES asked the ye and nays on his 
motion, which were refused. 

The question was then taken. The motion to 
lay the resolution on the table was rejected— 

And the resolution was referred to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to establish 

ost roads in California, Oregon, Minnesota, and 
lean Mexico; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered: to be printed. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for 


the relief of D. R. McNair; which was read twice | 
by its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 


House, and with the report accompanying ordered 
to be printed. ; 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the same 
committee, reported a joint resolution providing 
for an adjustment of the accounts of John B. Col- 
mesnil, President of the Ohioand Mississippi Mail 
Line Company; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be 
printed. ‘ 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
a& joint resolution in relation to the mail matter in- 
tended for members of the two Houses of Con- 
gress; which was read by its title; when 

Mr. S. asked that the resolution might be put 
upon its passage. 

The resolution was then read as follows: 

Resolved, ¥e., That the Postmaster General be, and he is 
hereby directed to cause all mail matter intended for the 
mebers and officers of the two Houses of Congress, to be 
made up in parcels, separate and apart from the mail mat- 
ter intended for the City Post Office, and delivered directly 
at the Capitol, orto the Postmaster of the two Houses, so as 
to avoid the delay in the reception of the mail by the mem- 
bers, which existe under the present arrangement. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that the great 


embarrassment which attended the mails of the | 


House, was in the mails which went from Wash- 
ington. Letters and papers were laid over several 
days, in his own case he could say four and five 
days. He repeated, that the mails coming to the 
House should be made up in separate packages. 
He moved an amendment; which was read, as 
follows: 

* And, also, that thre Postmasters of the two Houses be 
directed to make up and dispatch from their respective 
offices, all the matter which may be deposited therein by 
the members and officers of either House.” 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If in order for 
him to do so, he would accept the amendment. 
The resolution had received the unanimous appro- 
bation of the committee. The amendment did 
not. [t met his own views, however. He thought 
it just and proper that the whole matter should be 
under the Postmaster of the House. 

The SPEAKER said, that as the resolution was 
a report from a committee, it was not in the power 
of the gentleman from- Kentucky [Mr. Stanton] 
to accept a modification. : 

Mr. JONES, stating his understanding of the 
effect of the measure, said he could see no sort of 
necessity for its adoption. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said the gentle- 
man from Tennessee did not seem to understand 
the post office system. If he did, he would see that 
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tion now made than there was in establishing a 
single new post office in an obscure village. The of th 
letters directed to members of Congress would not || morning closing at nine o’clock of the pre 


have to be sent in separate parcels from all the 
post offices, but would be put into the general 
mails, and when they came to the distributing 
offices—say at Richmond or Baltimore,they would 
be put into separate bags and sent directly to the 
Capitol—instead of first going to the city post 
ofiice—which would be just as easy a matter as to 
send the mail for Georgetown to the office there. 
The process was simple and plain, and he did not 
see how the gentleman could misunderstand it. 

Mr. JONES said he thought he understood it. 
But he took it that, according to the gentleman’s 
own statement, the proposition was tantamount to 
establishing two additional post offices for the 
members of Congress. 

Mr. STANTON. I said one. 

Mr. JONES said that the gentleman must fix an 
office, then, in the Rotundo, between the Senate 
and House of Representatives, where the mem- 
bers of the two Houses could get their letters; for 
this House would not be willing that the Senate 
should receive their mails first, and distribute 
them, and send .over to them that part which 
belonged to the House, nor would the Senate be 
willing to wait for the same process to be gone 
through in the House before receiving their mails. 

But supposing, as the gentleman from Kentucky 
had said, that the result would be, the creation of 
only one new post office; how were they to get their 
mails separated at the depdt here, and brought 
up to the Capitol, unless there should be a sepa- 
rate mail bag made up for the Capitol, unless 
a Congressional mail bag were made up at the 
different distributing post offices, or one which 
should only be opened at the distributing post 
offices, and the Congressional mails put into it, 


and directed to the Capitol, for the membefs of 


Congress? He entered further into details; to 
illustrate the perplexities and the expenses which 


|| the proposition would involve, and said it was but 
an illustration of the practice under the Government, | 
from the President down to the lowest officer. | 


They came into office; they were not willing to 
go on in the good old-fashioned, plain, practical 
way of transacting business; but every officer must 


have some new plan, must originate some system | 


that would mark the era when he filled that par- 
ticular office. This was, perhaps, the project of 
the Postmaster of this House to have the mails 


all over the country, made up in separate bags | 


for the members of Congress, and sent to the 
Capitol under a new system, that shall be estab- 
lished, perhaps, by Mr. Johnson, the Postmaster 
of the House, electioneering the members of Con- 
gress, to get them to adopt it, because members of 
Congress cannot wait after the mails arrive in the 
city, to have them sent upto the Capitol. He 
thought it would be full as well for the members 


themselves. At any rate, if there was to be any 
alteration of this character, let there be but one 
post office established for the members of both 
Houses, and one postmaster and one set of mes- 
sengers,and of horses and carts employed, instead 
of two separate establishments, as there now was 
—involving double service, and double expense, 
and all for no purpose which he could see, unless it 
were to augment the contingent expenses of the 
two Houses as much as possible. One postmaster, 
and one set of messengers, and one set of horses 
and carts, could do all the business, as well as 
three or four. He hoped if the House could make 


it & on in the old way. 

r. STANTON, of Kentucky, said if he was 
not perfectly satisfied that this proposition was 
right and proper, and would greatly subserve the 
interests of the members of this House, and of 
their constituents, he would be the last man to 
propose it. He regarded this matter as one of 
great importance, and so considering it, the poor 
pitiful expense of a few dollars and cents would 
not interfere with his action. He had not come 
here—his constituents had not sent him here to 
quibble and stickle about a pitiful sum of money, 
when their intereste and the interests of the public 
at large were involved. He proceeded to refer to 
the facts, that the mail reached this city at seven 
o’clock, “ie m.—that instead of receiving it in 
about half an hour afterward, as they ought to, 


to go to the city post office and get their mails | 


no improvement in the matter, that they would let | 


it did not feach the members of Co 
the present system of distribution, anti oman 
o’clock, when it was too late (the mail oe 
. ? € i 
evening) to admit of their answering te 
|| their constituents by the next morning’s maij ~ 
their answers were obliged to lie over in this e . 
|| two days, waiting for the next mail (westwa " 
|| It was to obviate this great inconvenience and jn}, 
to members of Congress and their constituent. 
that the proposition had been brought forwar; 
No inconvenince whatever could result. from i, 
And he thought when the gentleman from Tey.” 
‘| see became a little better advised of the operation, 
|| of the post office system, he would be convinced 
| that the proposition would result in disadvanta 
| to nobody. The whole plan was, that the diatrib. 
uting postmasters at Baltimore, Richmond, &¢ 
should place all the mails for members of Congress 
in separate mail bags, which, when they arrive 
at the depot in this city, should be taken by the 
| messengers of Congress directly to the Capito} 
and thence be immediately distributed. He was 
satisfied that no inconvenience, or increase of ex. 
penditure, would be occasioned by the change pro- 
posed. The postmaster of the House, or of the 
Senate—as the case might be, to whichever house 
the Congressional mail was first sent—would jm. 
|| mediately send over to the postmaster of the other 
House the mail belonging to that House, whence 
it would be immediately distributed. He agreed 
with the gentleman from Tennessee, that too many 
persons were employed, and he would have no 
objection whatever to abolishing the post office, 
with its messengers, &c., of one House, leaving 
but one post office for both Houses. Whatever 
|| course might be taken in regard to this matter, he 
|| hoped the proposition he had reported would be 
| adopted. 
Pending the question, 
Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House ad- 
journ, but withdrew the motion at the request of 
Mr. BURT, who appealed to the House—hay- 
|| ing been absent on account of indisposition, when 








| the committees were last called previous to to-day, 

and having to-day been absent from the House, in 
attendance upon the special committee, (engaged 
in the investigation relative to the Galphin claim,) 
| —to allow him to make several reports, which had 
| been lying in his hands for sometime, from the 
| Committee on Military Affairs. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, Sen- 
ate bill to increase the commissariat of the United 
States army; which was committed to the Com- 
mittee cf the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 
| On motion by Mr. B., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
following cases; and they were ordered to lie on 
|| the table, viz: 
|| The petition of sundry citizens of the frontier 
|| counties of the Des Moines river, in the State of 
|| Iowa, praying the establishment of a military post 
‘| at Lizzard Fork, on said river, for the protection 
|| of said frontier against the incursions of the In- 
| dians. 
| The petition of Joseph Hollahan, Gen. George 
|| Cadwallader, and four hundred and ninety citizens 
| and seamen of Pennsylvania, asking that the same 
|| rewards may be granted to seamen serving in the 
'| Gulf and Pacific, in the war with Mexico, as was 
granted by Congress to persons serving in the 
‘| army and marine corps in Mexico. . 
|| The petition of Francis Schuman, praying for 
a pension and. bounty land, on account of service 
and disease contracted by hardships and exposure 

in the late war with Mexico; 

. The petition of James H. Rogers, of Texas, 
praying compensation for military service in 1836, 
in the Florida war; 

The petition of the heirs of James Greer, de- 
ceased, praying for compensation for use of an 
invention for boring gun barrels, for which he held 
a patent between 1817 and 1831; ; 

he petition of Richard Pool for services as & 
volunteer in the war of 1812. 

Mr. B. also, from the same Committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of John Shaefer, 
of the city of Dayton, Ohio, praying for arrears 
of pay and bounty land as a soldier inthe war 
of 1812; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 
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_ also, from thesame committee, reported 
eS he relief of Josiah P. Pilcher; which;was 


jtwice by its title, referred to a Committee of | 
ro Whole House, and, with the report accompa- | 
ayings ordered to be printed. | 


, reported a bill to provide for the payment 
ircateors called into service of the United 
cea'es in Texas and New Mexico, in the year || 
18495 which was read twice by its title, referred | 
io the {Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed. : 

On motion by Mr. B., the same committee was 
jischarged from the further consideration of the 
following petitions, and they were referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, viz: A petition |, 
of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for an amend- 
ment of the law in relation to evidence of claims | 
of invalid soldiers, and that the soldiers of 1512 | 
ye allowed bounty land; and the memorial of the 
General Assembly of Alabama in behalf of John | 
Scott for a pension. 

On motion by Mr. B., the same committee was | 
discharged from the further consideration of the || 

tition of J. Sanders and twenty other citizens of | 
Pennsylvania, asking that the soldiers of the late |, 
war with Great Britain be placed on the same | 
footing with regard to the appropriations, with the || 
soldiers of the late Mexican war; and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution reported by Mr. Stanton, of Kentucky, 
from the Committee on the Post Office and Post || 
Roads, u || 

Mr. JONES said he would move first to refer i 
tothe Committee of the Whole on the state of tne | 
Union; and, second, to lay it on the table. 

The question first in order, was upon the mo- 
tion to lay on the table; pending which, 

On motion, the House adjourned. 
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| tional Government may be removed. 


|| services. 


|| the General Government, tor the establishment of an agri- 
|| Cultura} school, and for other purposes. 


| zens of the town of Fryburg, in the State o! Maine, for a | 
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Michigan, in relation to land selected by said State for saline \ but that other parts of the bill, which required 


purposes. : . 
Also, the joint resolution of said State in relation to the | alterations to make them conform to that provision, 
free navigation of the St. Lawrence. || remained as originally prepared. He asked the 
By Mr. JULIAN; The petition of 79 citizens of Henry | unanimous consent of the Senate to make such 


county, Indiana, praying Congress hereatter to admit no | j j i o 
State into the Union unless its constitution expressly pro- || naa Lacuna were obviously'te 


hibit slavery within its limits. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Also, the petition of 70 citizens of the same county and State || 
praying the repeal of all Jaws by which slavery or the slave 
| Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
| of Waldo, in the State of Maine, asking a reduction 


trade is sanctioned in the District of Columbia, or in the | 
event of the failure of such repeal, that the seat of the Na- 

Also, the petition of 79 citizens of the same county, praying || Of the rates of postage to two cents on all letters 
Congress to provide a trial by jury in behalf of persons | prepaid that do not exceed half an ounce in weight; 
claimed as fugitive slaves. || which was referred to the Committee on the Post 

Also, the petition of 80 citizens of the same county, || Office and Post Roads 


praying Congress to prohibit slavery and the slave trade in || . 
all the territories of the United States. | _ Mr. BRIGHT presented the memorial of George 


Also, the petition of 10 citizens of Wayne county, Indiana, Ketcham and eighty-four other citizens of Indiana, 


soldiers in the Indian wars and the last war with Great ||) who were officers and soldiers in the last war with 
Britain, praying Congress fora grant of bounty lands for their i Great Britain king bounty land for their serv 
tl , as. e 


Mr. BINGHAM presented the joint resolutions of the |, ices. opie 4 
Legislature of Mic bigns relative to & gront of land to the | Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a memo- 
officers who served in the war with Mexico. || rial of Brevet Col.J. F.K. Mansfield, of the United 
Als : luti ive ati || rial o Ah oJ B.D. , 
0, joint resolutions relative toa donation of land by | States Engineers, Gr the..settionent of bis public 
|| accounts as disbursing agent of the Government, 


By Mr. WALDO: The petition of John Ralt and 70 || while superintending the construction of certain 
others, citizens of the town of Waterford, in the State of || 


|| Maine, for the reduction of the present rates of postage. 1] public works; which was referred to the Commit- 


Also, the petition of Isaiah Warren and 60 others, citi- tee on Military Affairs. ; . 
uur, ne, | Also, a petition of citizens of the State of Mis- 
ane ie Pentel of ait late tar the denen cl claret '| sissippi, remonstrating against the further exten- 
y; prep y port of slavery || |: ’ ; . 
in the District of Columbia, and against the admission of || sen of Woodwor th’s parent for a planing ma- 
more slave States into the Union, and also for the prohibi- | Chine; which was referred to the Committee on 
tion of slavery in the territories. || Patents and the Patent Office. 


Also, the petition of Amos Gage and 66 others, citizens || i iti 
of Waterford, in the State of Maine, for the same objects. | Mr. PEARCE submited additional documents 


By Mr. HOAGLAND: The petition of Henry Ream and | relating to the claim of James Wilson, surviving 
75 others, citizens of Shanesville, Ohio, for a modification || partner of William Wilson and Sons. He said that 
of By lowe regaining. prar..: petition of eit “ || the committee to which the memorial in this case 

\ : The i citizens of Le ; 
Roy, McLean county, Lilinois, for two cent postage. i] panera had a on eneneee en eeneeee 

By Mr. CALVIN: The petition of Joon Adams, of Penn- | 5€ theretore moved the recominitial of that memo- 
sylvamia, a revolutionary soldier, praying Congress to grant |, rial, and that these additional papers be referred to 

the same committee. The motion was agreed to. 








PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- | 
priate committees: 


By Mr. HOWE: The petition of William C. Douglassand | 
others, ciuzens of Venango county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing Congress to provide by law that whenever a person shall 
be arrested as a fugitive slave in any State other than that 
in which he is alleged to be held to service, he shall not be | 
delivered to the claimant or his agent, except on the finding 
ofa jury that he is the slave of the claimant. 

Also, the petition of Horace P. Clough and 78 others, citi- 
zens Of Venango coanty, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
hereafter to admit no State into the Union, unless the con- 
stitution of such State shall expressly prohibit the existence 
of slavery within its limits, 

Also, the petition of Authony Johnson and 64 others, citi- | 
zens of the same place, praying Congress to repeal all laws 
by which slavery or the slave trade is authorized and sane- | 
tioned in the city of Washington, or the District of Colum- | 
bia, and that in the event of their non-repeal, the seat of the 
National Government may be removed to some suitable | 
location. 

Also, the petition of Amos Brown and 70 others, citizens 
of the same place, pra, ing Cougress to expressly prohibit by 
Jaw slavery and the slave trade in all the territories of the 
United States, 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of J. W. Hanson 
and 47 others, citizens and electors of Norridgewock, in the 
county of Somerset, and State of Maine, praying for the 
repeal of all laws and parts of laws adopted or enacted by 
Congress, by which slavery or the slave trade is authorized 
in the city of Washington, or the District of Columbia, and | 
that, in the event of their non-repeal, the seat of the National | 
Government may be removed 10 some more suitable loca- 
tion, after ail proper measures have been adopied. 

Also, the petition of C. R. Vaughan and 59 others, citizens 
of the same place, praying that no State be hereafter admit- 
ted into the Union, unless the constitution of such State 
— expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within its 

inits. 

Also, the petition of John 8. Abbot and 58 others, citizens 
of the same place, praying that a fugitive slave in any State 
other than that in which he is alleged to be held to service, 
shall not be delivered up to the claimant or his agent, ex- 
cept on the finding of a jury that he is the slave of the 
claimant. 

Also, the petition of Asa Clark and 60 others, citizens of 
the same place, praying thatslavery and the slave trade may 

| 
i 
| 
| 





be expressly prohibited by act of Congress, in all the terri- 
tories of the United States. 


By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of Owen Griffith and | ™4Y be. allowed the right of ual by jury. 


other citizens of Batavia, New York, representing that 
the system of land traffic is wrong in principle, and praying | 
that the public lands may be laid out in farms and lots for 
the use of citizens not possessed of lands. | 

Also, the petition of Daniel E. Evans and others, of Ba- 
tavia, New York, praying that the plank road from Buffalo 
to Batavia may be established as a post-route. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of Hiram B. Chand- 
ler and 103 other citizens of Summer, Hartford, and Canton, 
in the county af Oxford, and State of Maine, asking sor the | 
establishing of a mail-route fram Backfield by East Sumner, | 

artford, and Canton mills to Canton. Also, from Buck- 

» by Sumner, to West Sumner. 
Mr. BUEL presented the joint resolution of the State of 


. 





| Island, in the Delaware river. 


| protection of freedom in territories. 


|| any more slave States into the Union. he claims. 
| 
| 
| 


him a pension. 7 
By Mr. ROBBINS: A memorial of the merchants and | Mr. BELL. 1 present the memorial.of Joseph 
Byrd, which sets forth that, in acting as a private sol- 


other citizens of Pennsylvania, signed by A. Cummings, 
Samuel Carpenter, and twenty-three others, asking for the |, DYTC : . ; 
construction of a harbor on the eastern side of Reedy | dier in Floridaagainst the Creek Indians, in the war 


wenwere 4 || of 1814, during the war with Great Britain, while 
By Mr. DURKEE: ‘The peiition of G. W. Meidelt and £9 || 0 ooo suahte balenaians same denen aaaaiin ie 
came upon a prize which was in possession of a 
al sch) 23 Sf em Site, tite British schooner—a quantity of merchandise, ‘The 
sdacee os adepeed by Congres for the supper of slavery in crew of the achooner, paporrG him. ‘to be at- 
the District of Columbia. || tended by a larger company, weighed anchor and 
Also, a petition from the same, in favor of securing to || lefta portion of the goods onthe shoe. They 
alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury. || were chiefly goods designed for Indian consump- 
Also, a petition from the same, for the establishment and tion, and were taken into camp, and finally dis- 
| tributed among the troops stationed there at that 
‘time. The petitioner prays that he may be al- 
| lowed a compensation. I do not know the value 
| of the goods thus taken. I do not know the amount 
I think this should go to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and | move that it be 
referred to that committee, 
The reference was agreed to. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I present a memorial of the 
| citizens of the United States residing in the valley 

of the northwestern lakes, asking the adoption of 
measures for acquiring the right to the free navi- 
gation of the St. Lawrence. The memorial sets 
out with a very-well written representation that the 
business and commerce upon the northern lakes 
has increased to such an extent that the present 
State of Illinois, against the admission of any more slave | outlets tothe ceann are incapable of furnishing the 
States into the Union. || requisite means of transportation—that the New 

Also, a petition from the same, for the establishment and 1 York canals are now so crowded beyond their ca- 

} 


protection of freedom in the territories. | pacity, that the effect is not only to delay but to 
Also, a petition from the same, for the repeal of all laws || 


{sl mmcy 
eee on cue oe eS ee | livery can be complied with. They represent this 


Also, a petition from the same, in favor of securing to | as a growing evil, and as a serious tax upon the 
ane fagtinen, the rig of wrieh by jury. i ene | whole northwestern portion of our country, and 
r. nda > ition oO il 3 . 
Newby and 161 other citizens of Hamilton county, Indiana, ole to such an ates that ‘ded. — mode 
| praying the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the | Of transportation must be provided. ey set 
| territories of the United States. — || forth the fact that $8,000,000 have been vested in 
aa pei nesision ae da pene he here pe || vessels upon these lakes, and that of this $3,000,- 
1 , 2 “ . i 

| slavery and the slave trade in the Distriet of Columbia. 1 000, at least $2,000,000 are vested in ae well 
| Also, the petition of Samuel Rich and 160 other citizens || adapted to-the navigation of the ocean; and that 
_ of Hamilion county, Indiana, praying that fugitive slaves || they lie idle five months in the year in conse- 
|| quence of the ice. If they could secure the free 

| navigation of the St. Lawrence, they could be 


other citizens of the city of Racine, in the State of Wiscon- 
sin, against the admission of any more siave States into | 
the Union, 


Also, the petition of John F. Potter and 112 others, citi- 
zens of Burlington, in the State of Wisconsin, for the re- 
peal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the sup- 
port of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, a petition from the same, against the admission of 

Also, a petition from the same, for the establishment and | 
protection of freedom in the territories. 
| Also, a petition from the same, in favor of securing to 

alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury. 

Also, a petition of Elisha Raymond and 111 other citizens 
of Raymond, in the State of Wisconsin, for the establish- 
ment and protection of freedom in the territories. 

Also, a petition from the same, for the repeal of all laws | 
enacte:! or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery | 
in the District of Columbia. 

Also, a petition from the same, in favor of securing to || 
alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury. 

Also, a petition from the same, against the admission of | 
any more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Putnam county, in the | 





create great uncertainty whether contracts for de- 








Also, the petition of Jesse Newhy and 160 other citizens 
of Indiana, agaiyst the admission ot any more slave States. 





| used ae the year, — on the lakes or 
on the ocean. They set out with a great variety 
IN SENATE. | of facts; and they conclude with the prayer, that 
Trorspay, pril 11, 1850. - 


Congress will take such steps as will ‘secure this 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, rose as soon as || free navigation. 1 ask that the memoria! be re- 
the Journal bad been read, and called the attention || ferred to the Commitiee on Commerce—that being 
of the Senate to the fact, that in the deficiency || the committee to which the bill, which | had the 
bill an amendment had been made to extend the || honor to present a few days ago, was referred; 
time allowed to marshals to make their returns to | 


and I ask the early attention of the Committee on 
the Executive Department to the Ist of November, || Commerce to that bill. 1 was in hopes it could 
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be pagsed in time for the navigation and commerce 
of the present year. It may still be done in time 
for the fall trade, and enab 
surplus we have there to a foreign market. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. DOWNS. I present the memorialof A. P. 
Brittingham, — compensation for a vessel 
and cargo seized and condemned by the Mexican 
authorities in the year 1835. 

The circumstances of this case are rather pecu- 
liar, and | wish to call the attention of the Senate 
to them for a moment. These depredations were 
committed prior to the year 1835, and before the 
first treaty with Mexico for indemnity was made 
in 1839. But as that treaty was considered by 
this claimant highly unsatisfactory, and much 
against his interest, and as there was a condition 
in it that those who claimed under it waived ail 
further claim, whether their demands were allowed 
or rejected, he protested against it. He sent his 
protest to the Government, and had it submitted 
to the commissioners; but it turned out after- 
ward, as he ascertained, that on a power of at- 
torney, which he had given to another person 
before the treaty of 1839 was made, to settle the 
affuirs relating to this vessel and these losses, but 
with no view in reference to the treaty of indemnity, 
and without any knowledge, and on a false repre- 
sentation that he was out of the United States, 
while in fact he was in the United States, they 
presented his claim to the commissioners, and they 
acted upon it by making an award which was 


| it will furnish adequate facilities for the transport- 


} 


| 
j 
| 
i 


ation of all the produce of the West; and we were 


us to get off the vast | not aware that, even as it is, it failed to deliver all 


| the produce from the vicinity of the lakes, destined 
| to be delivered in the portof New York. We be- 
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| lieve that, when enlarged, the vast increase of busi-, 


ness from the West, as well as from our own 
ee will enable us to reduce the rate of tolls 

upon the canal, and the expense of freight, so ag 
to supersede the necessity of procuring any other 


'| channel for that trade, at a sacrifice of any great 





| 
| 


| 


. | 
cut down by the commission to the sum of some | 


five handred dollars. Thisclaim has been recently | 


submitted to the board of commissioners, under 


| 
} 


the treaty of 1848 with Mexico. The commis- | 


sioners say that, inasmuch as the claim was pie- 
sented to that board and acted upon, they have a 


difficulty whether they could go into the onan 
t is 


again under the present circumstances. 
evident to my mind, that he being misrepresented, 
and the power of attorney being given with no 
view to the powers exercised under it, and long 


before the treaty was made, the party was not | 


bound by the award. He refused to receive it. 


Indeed, he did not even know that an award was | 
made until within a few weeks, on his coming | 
But still the board of commis. | 
sioners have a difficulty on the subject, and he | 
now presents this memorial, and asks that Con- | 
gresa may in some form express an opinion | 


to Washington. 


whether it is nota case which the commissioners 
ought to entertain and decide upon. 1 therefore 
present the memorial, and ask that it may be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
The memorial was so referred. 
Mr. SEWARD. I wish to call the attention 
of the Senator from Hlinois, who has just now 
resented a petition for the free navigation of the 
Bt. Lawrence, to a motion which I desire to sub- 
mit—which is, that the petition or memorial should 
be printed, and that an extra number of copies 
may be printed, if the Senate should think proper. 
The memorial, as | understand it, prays shat Con- 
greas may adopt measures to secure the free nav- 


iwation of the river St. Lawrence; and one of the | 


grounds an which the prayer ia founded, is the 


alleged aes of the New York canals to | 


transport the produce of the West to our own 
great sea-port and commercial emporium. 


and as ail the Senators will see, a question of deep 
importance to the fiscal as well as to the commer- 
cial interests of the State of New York, and there- 
fore one that may require the attention of the gov- 
ernment of that State. 








It is 
of course, as the Senator from Lilinois will see, | 


I desire now simply to | 


have the whole subject in such a situation that it | 


can be presented to them for their consideration. 
In point of fact, it is well understood that our ca- 


pals were begun in the year 1817, and completed | 
in the year 1825; that since the year 1835 they | 


have been undergoing the process of enlargement; 
that this process of enlargement was temporarily 
suspended during the commercial pressure of 1837, 
but that, since the canal was completed, there has 
been a very great increase of facilities for trans- 
ran by the opening of a branch canal from 

yracuae to Oswego, thus relieving a portion of 
the canal; and that the whole of the Erte canal is 
under a process of enlargement, the completion of 
which will nat be long delayed. We believe that 
when the canal shall be enlarged, as is ° 
on aacale of seventy feet wide and seven feet deep, . 





national interest, I ask, therefore, the Senator’s 
consent to my motion that the memorial may be 
printed, and that some extra copies may be also 
printed. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I say to the 


Senator from New York that there were some | 
papers sent in from the department some time agg, | 


touching some important subject of this character— | 


something in relation to commerce. They were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed, but we have never seen them. 

Mr. SEWARD. I will relieve the whole sub- 
ject, then, by making a motion which will accom- 
plish my purpose. I will move that, instead of 
being printed, it be read. If it be ordered to be 
read, it will 1 understand go on the Journal and 
be published in the daily reports of the proceedings. 

Several Senators. Oh, no—no. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then I will renew my motion 
that it be printed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I did not make the motion 
to print, for the reason that | expect to present a 
memorial of a much more extended character on 
some subjects relating to this matter, and perhaps 
drawn up with more care and ability. Jn man 
respects, this memorial is well drawn, and I shall 
be glad to have it printed, and will vote for the 
motion of the Senator from New York with a great 
dea! of pleasure. I will merely remark, that | am 
sorry that the Senator from New York should have 
made an argument so early against giving us an 
outlet for our western produce. We donot expect 
to diminish the trade of New York. We expect 
the trade of the Northwest will be more than five 
such canals can do, and therefore there should be 
no jealousy shown toward opening an additional 
channel. If it is not opened, the effect will be to 
drive a great part of the trade down the Illinois river 
to some other outlet, if we cannot get it through 
the St. Lawrence. 1 shall vote for the motion 
to print. 

Mr. SEWARD. I barely desired to state the 
as why I wish this memorial to be 

rinted. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question on 
printing goes to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. FOOTE presented a memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Mississippi, asking a grant of land to 
aid in the construction of the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. UPHAM presented the petition of Sohn P. 
Skinner and the legal representatives of Isaac 
Greene, asking to be released from a judgment 
against them as sureties for the late pension agent, 
‘Lhomas Emerson, of Vermont; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, of citizens of Vermont, remonstrating 
against the further extension of the patent for 
Woodworth’s planing machine; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 


On motion by Mr.-DAYFON, 

Ordered, ‘That the petition of Richard 8. Coxe, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


RESOLUTIONS FROM MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented resolu- 
tions from the Legislature of Mississippi; which 
were read by the Secretary, as follows: 

Whereas, it is represented to this Legislature that sundry 
officers and soldiers of the war of 1812 are now citizens of 
this commonwealth ; and whereas, the State of Mississippi 
recognizes the validuy of their title to the gratitude of pus- 
terity, and as one of the Confederacy to the success of 
whose arins they contributed, claims her proportionate 
share of the national glory acquired by the brilliant achieve- 
ments in whith they pafticipated ; and whereas, also, it is 
manifestly unjust that th:ir valor and good conduct should 
be forgotien arid go unrewarded in the enthusiasm excited 
by more recent but not more meritorious services; there- 


fure, 
Re it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Nevin, 
That our Senators in Congress be tusiracted, and our Rep- 
resentitives requested, to use their influence in obtaining 
during the present session of the Congress of the United 











| 


April 11, 
the passage of a law an 


States, the 
act of 1e4s, granting and or script to the volunteer soidien 
ex Officers 
the war of 1812. aes And soldiers of 
ha 


And be it resolved, That inasmuch as j 
jenn tn wale majority if not all of the rtates are a 
cerned, the Governor of this State be, and he is hee. 
qu to transmit a copy of this memorial and resoia, 
to the governors of all the States in the Union, ani 

the 


mendation that they take such action in. the orn 
Gand be tt further resolved, Tha 

ur Ti t ve ; 
and resolutions be sent to our males ne i this memoria) 


in Congress, with the request that they introduce 
into their respective branches as oan as one ba tn 


ble, together with such bill or b 
chine? to carry out the wishes of thie wees Bee 
JOHN J. McRAg 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
JOHN t GUION , 
President of the Senate, pro tem 
Approved, March 9, 1850. ; ’ 
Joun A. Quitman. 
RESOLUTIONS FROM MICHIGAN. 

Mr.CASS. Mr. President, it has seldom fallen 
to my lot to perform a more acceptable duty than 
that which now devolves upon me. I present to 
the Senate the resolutions of the Legislature of 
Michigan, rescinding the instructions which re. 
quired the Senators from that State to vote for ihe 
application of the Wilmot proviso to the territories 
of the United States. This is a peace-offering 
upon the altar of ourcommon country. As such 
it was intended, and as such [ trust it will be 
received. In this broad land, extending from 
ocean to ocean, there is no community, old or 
young, whose attachment to the Union is stronger 
or more enduring than that of the people of Michi. 
gan. They stop to count neither its cost nor its 
value—their political arithmetic contains no such 

roblems. They see, and feel, and know all it 

as done for their fathers and for themselves, and 
with the blessing of God they appreciate what 
it may do for their children. Wher has it cost us? 
Neither our freedom, nor our religion, nor our intel- 
ligerice, nor our happiness, nor one of the great 
elements which constitute the pride, and power, 
and prosperity of nations. And its value is writ- 
ten upon every page of our progress, and ought to 
be inscribed in living characters upon the heart of 
every American. hile there are some—few, 
indeed, I trust—who are trying to calculate the 
value of the Union, that Union is baffling all human 
calculations by doing a mightier work than history 
has recorded, or than it has ever entered into the 
heart of man to coneeive. There are members of 
this body, and Iam among them, who were born 
while this great empire was yet claimed among the 
colonial dependencies of England. Weare contem- 
poraries of its siruggle fur freedom; we are wit- 
nesses of the aon of its independence, 
of the establishment of its confederated govern- 
ment, of its progress from infancy to maturity, 
from weakness to power, and of its wonderful ad- 
vancement, intellectually and materially, in every- 
thing that constitutes the prosperity of nations in 
their individual and in their aggregate capacities. 
All this we have seen, and in much of it we have 
borne a part, sometimes, indeed, in difficult—l may 
say in perilous, circumstances, but always with an 
abiding pope that these would be overruled in 
mercy, as they have been by the kindness of Prov- 
idence, and that our march would still be onward. 
And onward it has been, till the name of American is 
a name of honor throughout the world, and the flag 
of our country, wherever it is borne, waves proudly 
in the breeze, the ensign of a people neither suffer- 
ing injury with impunity, nor inflicing it without 
necessity. In what other country, ancient or mod- 
ern, has it been given to the same men to witness 
in youth the infant struggles of national freedom 
against such fearful disparity, and in age to partt- 
cipate in the public councils under circumstances 
as proud and glorious as those which surround us, 
and which tell us what the Union has done and is 
doing, and, if left untouched, is destined yet to do. 
For calculations we have convictions; for exper'- 
ments experience; and I am sure there is not one 
among us, on whom time has set his mark, who 
does not regard this confederate Government, afier 
the religion of God, as the best hope of his de- 
clining age, and the richest legacy he can leave (o 
those to whom human nature Clings with fond 
affection on the very brink of the grave. 

1 am proud, sir, of this testimonral of fidelity ‘ 
the mere? of the Union, given’ by the Legisia- 
ture of Michigan, in the name of their constituents, 
the people of that State. The sentiment itself 
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werfully felt as it is beautifully expressed ; 

0 Pine proceeding is a practical commentary 
7 n the operation of our institutions worthy, of 
= raise, showing, as it does, that as we extend 
‘ vee and increase in numbers, we still hold on, 
with unshaken affection, to the work of our fathers, 
ihe world’s best hope, and our own, 

| move, sir, that the resolutions be read, and 
then laid upon the table and printed. 

The Secretary read the resolutions as follows: 


JOINT RESOLUTIONS relating to the Union. 

as, the peuple of this State are opposed to the ex- 
Whererdevery, bat believe that a crisis in our national 
nits has arrived which demands an expression of their 
teen devoted, and unalterable attachment to the Union, 
d their fixed determination, in a spirit of mutual forbear- 
a ‘eand moderation, to guard by all means against the dau- 
aods at present, in the opinion of many, threatening its in- 
iegrity; and whereas, they believe that our Senators in 
Congress ought to be left free to act as their judgment may 
dictate on all questions that may arise in any way affecting 
the stability and permanency of the Federal compact; there- 


~ it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Michigan, That, in the opinion of this Legis- 
jatare, the people of this State most heartily approve of the 
noble and patriotic stand taken in the Senate of the United 
states by those distinguished statesmen who represent the 
various seetions and different feelings of our common coun- 
try, and have united their efforts to preserve the Union 
«one and indivisible.”? 

And be it further resolved, That in the opinion of this 
Legislature it is the duty of our Senators in Congress, and 
they are hereby requested, to retain their places in our na- 


tional councils, which they have heretofore filled with such 


signal prudence and distinguished ability 5 and they are 
hereby left free to aid, in voice and vote, in any and every 
movement which their judgment may decide to be best calcu- 
lated to promote the interests and glory of the whole nation, 
and the tranquillity, integrity, and permanency of the Union. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit cer- 
tified copies of this preamble and these resolutions to the 


Vice President of the United States, and to.each of our Sen- || 


8. G. HARRIS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 


WM. M. FENTON, 
President of the Senate. 


ators in Congress. 


ed, April 2, 1850. 
— a Barry. 

The resolutions were then laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of Margaret E. Carnes, widow of Peter H. Carnes, 
submitted an adverse report on the same; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which were 
referred the several memorials in relation to the 
extension of revolutionary and other pensions, 
reported a bill to amend an act, passed on the 20th 
February, 1847, entited *‘ An act making appro- 
priations for the payment of revolutionary and 
other pensions of the United States, for the year 
ending the 30th June, 1843;’’ which was read and 
passed to a second reading. 

Also, from the Committee on Printing, to which 
was referred the resolution of the Senate of the 
8th instant, submitted by Mr. Doue.as, to print 
five thousand copies of the report of Captain 
Pope, of explorations of the Territory of Minne- 
sota, reported in favor of printing the same; 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of 
masters and owners of vessels of the State of New 
York, requesting that a law may be passed re- 
quiring the Secretary of the Treasury to report 
annually the amount collected at each custom- 
house, for the support of the marine hospitals, the 
number of such hospitals, and where located, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the same, on the ground that what they 
asked was already stated in the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury; which was concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of the mayor and aldermen 
of the city of Darien, Georgia, asking that pro- 
vision may be made for the relief of sick and dis- 
abled seamen, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same, on the ground 
that estimates had already been made for the pur- 
pose; which was concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the resolution of the Senate of the 15th 
March last, directing the committee to inquire into 
the propriety of restoring to tha revenue-cutter 
service the officers that were dismissed from the 
Service by the of the Treasury the 3d 
January, 1849, asked 10 be discharged from the 
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further consideration of the same; which was con- 
curred in. . 

Also, from the same commigiee, to which was 
referred the memorial of citizens of New Jersey, 
asking the establishment of a new collection dis- 


limits of the collection district of Little-Egg Har- 
bor, in the State of New Jersey, and for other 


a which was read and passed to a second 
reading. 


referred the following House bills: An act for the 


Also, from the same committee, to which were | 
relief of Williams, Staples, and Wililams, and an 
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stice, but there has gone into the public press of 

isconsin a statement that my colles intro- 
duced this bill. I received a letter yesterday which 
shows somewhat how these things are looked at, 
and while I care little about its effects on myself, 
I wish to state the fact. My friend writes that it 
is considered somewhat singular, that as I am a 
resident of Milwaukee, and acquainted with the 
wants of the people, my colleague, who lives in a 
distant portion of the State, should have wken 
De himself the matter of introducing this biil. 
his haa all arisen from the fact that the report 


|| was not in the usual form. The Committee on 


act for the relief of Smith and Hersey, reported Commerce have instructed my colleague to report 


back the same witheut amendment, and recom- 
mended their passage. | 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Pensions, | 

to which was referred House bill for the relief of | 

Camfield Averill, reported back the same without | 

amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. HALE. The Committee on Pensions have | 
| instructed me to report House bill No. 132, with 
| the recommendation that it be passed. It is a bill | 
| for the continuance of a pension to Mary McRae. 
| I wish to gain the attention of the Senate to a state- 
| ment of the facts in the case. This Mrs. McRae 
| is a widow—very old—and her pension is about to | 
| expire. This bill is simply a renewal of it; it has | 
|| been submitted to the Commissioner of Pensions, | 
and he desires that it may pass. This is her sole 
dependence, and the committee have instructed me 
to ask that it be passed now. 

The bill was accordingly read, and having been 
| considered as in Committee of the Whole, and no 
| amendment having been made, it was reported to 
the Senate, read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of | 
Thomas Marston Taylor, asking allowance for | 


trict at Jones river, reported a bill to change the 
| 





back the bill, either with or without amendment. 
Had this been explained, this feeling with regard 
to the matter would not have arisen. I repeat, | 
| 1 care nothing about it with relation to myself; 
but | wish to state that, while my conduct is thus 
regarded at home, it is unjustto me. 1 intend not 
to disregard this thing any longer. | wish to 


|| let the people of Wisconsin understand that there 


is a combined system to trample me under foot, 
and the people shall know it, if my voice can be 
heard through the press of the city of Washing- 
ton. I believe that my colleague has had no inten- 
tion do me any injury, and | impute to him no 
| motive of that kind, 
Mr. DODGE. The bill which has been re- 
| ported by me, was the bill which was received 
from the Treasury Department. | had no idea 
whatever that] waa doing any injustice to my 
colleague. The simple facts are, that this bill was 
intrusted to my charge by the committee of which 
lama member. 11 differs in some respects from 
| the bill presented by my colleague, it is true, es- 
| pecially as relates to collectors and their salaries, 
but itis not different in its general character. | 
repeat that I had no intention whatever of doing 





| Treasury notes deposited in the Phenix bank of || him any injustice. My object was jo do an act of 


| Charlestown, Massachusetts, and lost by the fail- || justice to my constituents; and I hope, and in- 


| ure of the bank, submitied a report, which was || 
| ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for | 

the relief of Thomas M. Taylor and Francis B. | 
| Stockton, which was read and passed to a second | 

reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which were 

referred the papers and documents in the case of 
| T. P. McBlair, reported a bill for the relief of Pur- 
| Ser T. P. McBiair; which was read and passed to 
' a third reading. 


BILL ON LEAVE. 


Mr. MASON, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill giving the assent 
of the United States to an act of the General As- | 
sembly of Virginia, passed at the December ses- | 
sion, 1844, chapter 287; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT MILWAUKEE. 


Mr. WALKER. I rise for the purpose of mak- || 
ing an inquiry of the Committee on Commerce. 
I wish to inquire of the chairman of that commit- 
tee what has become of a bill to establish a port of 
entry at Milwaukee, in the State of Wisconsin? 

r. HAMLIN. In relation to all changes of | 
collection districts, the system over the whole 
country being somewhat intricate, yet well under- |) 
| stood by the department, the Committee on Com- ] 

merce have deemed it their duty to confer with the | 
department in all these matters, in order that there |, 
may be no derangement of the general system. || 
This matter was referred to the gentleman’s col- 











, and he is now in correspondence with the 
department, and they, in connection with bim, are 
taking proper steps to accomplish precisely what 
the gentleman asks for. 

r. DODGE, of Wisconsin. The bill which 
has been reported, together with the letter of the” 
Secretar; of the Treasury, which | have received, 
is now on file. 

Mr. WALKER. I will now state my object in | 
making the inquiry. Shortly after the business | 
of this session commenced here, | introduced a | 
bill for the establishment of a port of entry at | 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. As it appears from my 


deed I have no doubt of it, that when the proper 
time comes my colleague will vote for this vill. I 
have made this explanation with the view of in- 
forming him that the bill of which he speaks was 
not the bill which the Secretary of the Treasury 
sent to me, and with the further view that my con- 
stituents may understand the part which | have 
taken. 

Mr. WALKER. [I attribute no improper mo- 
tive whatever to my colleague, and | hope he so 
understands me. 

Mr. DODGE. Certainly; I so understand you. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish now to know what 
has become of my bill? If a substitute was re- 
ported for it, what has become of the original bill ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. | wish to say 
a single word on this matter. I do not recollect 
the fact that the honorable Senator from Wiscon- 


sin brought in a bill. | remember this much, how- 
| ever, which may perhaps serve toexplain the mat- 


ter. 1 believe, without the commitiee having any 


| knowledge of whom the bill came from, that there 


was a bill before them; and | think that in the 
committee | made a motion myself that the sub- 
ject should be sent to the department. It was for 
that reason, and notoutof disrespect to anybody, 
that the bill from the department was reported. 
In the Department of the ‘Treasury there are of- 
ficers to whom the affairs of the customs are coim- 
mitted. i113 their business to understand all the 
matters relating to these subjects; itis their busi- 
ness to comprehend the geographical lines; and 
they can better assign limits to a new district than 
we can, because they are in possession of bewer 
means. 1 think, therefore, that | proposed that 
this subject should be sent to the department, and 
that they should send a bill to us, or such infor- 
mation as they might think proper. They senta 
bill with their views on the subject, conforming, 
I believe, substantially to the purpose which the 
mover of this bill had in view, but putting it in a 
form which they thought better suited to the pub- 
lic exigencies. So far as | am concerned, | am sure 
that nothing like disrespect was intended to the 
Senator from Wisconsin. This is the usual course, 
and the proper course, in which business should 


file of bills, the bill No. 134 has been reported from | be done 


the Committee on Commerce, to which it was re- 
ferred by my colleague, who has just taken his 
seat. I wish to state here, that | am as well satis- | 


fied as any man can be thai my colleague intended | 
to do me no injustice, and | therefore disavow any | 
imputation of an intention on his part todo me.in- | 


Mr. WALKER. I am aware that is the proper 
course. They should have consulted the depart- 
ment and the Commissioner of Customs. But 
when a bill is sent to @ committee, it 1s its duty to 
keep track of the original bill, and the Commis- 
sioner of has no right to smuggle in a 
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new bill. I hope the committee will call for the 
bill, and let me have the advantage of seeing it, 
that | may know whether this is my bill or a sub- 
stitute. All I complain of is, that bills have been 
sent to the department, and have been suppressed, 
and other bills come back here, and members hav- 
ing discharged their duty at an early period in 
the seasion cannot have the fact known. 

Here the conversation dropped. ‘ 


MR. BELL’S RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. FOOTE. I would ask if the hour has not 
arrived for the consideration of the special order? 


rived, 


Mr. FOOTE. 


certainly anxious to have the motion taken up and 
acted upon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is in- 
formed that the first business in order will be the 
resolutions submitted by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. If it be not moved, the next business in 
order will be the California message. If that be 





not moved, the next business in order will be the | 


resolutions of the Senator from Tennessee, and 
the motion of the Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. In regard to the California 
message, unless there is some Senator who is de- 
sirous to speak upon it, it may as well be laid on 
the table. The same question comes up on the 
bill reported for the admission of the State. 

Mr. UPHAM. 
subject some ten or fifteen days ago; but I have 
been confined to my room since then, and am not 
able to-day to speak on the subject. I move that 
it be passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The other subjects 
will be considered as having been passed over, 
and the nextebusiness in order is the resolution of 
the Senator from Tennessee, and the motion of 
the Senator from Mississippi in reference thereto. 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that subject be now con- 
sidered. | 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DICKINSON. If there is a prospect of 
there being a vote taken, | will not interfere with 
this matter; but if we are to go on with the ordi- 
nary general discussion, without beginning or end, 
1 shail ask that it be laid over, and that the Senate 
take up the deficiency bill. 

Mr. FOOTE. It is my desire, as I stated when 
I moved the postponement of the further consider- 
ation of the subject till to-day, that the vote should 
be taken at this time. I suppose there is no gen- 
tleman who desires to be heard on the subject. 

Mr. BENTON. I think it fair to make known 
to the Senator from New York that I will take up 
a little time on this subject. I said to the Senate, 
when this subject was up some days ago, that 
during the sixty yearsin which we have been admit- 
ting new States into the Union, there had been no 
example of combining any other subject with the 
question of the admission of a State, and that this 
was the first example proposed to be set of such 
an indignity toa State. As some gentlemen then 
thought | was mistaken, I have taken the trouble to 
verify the factsince. I have examined sixty years 
of legisiation on the subject, and the admission of 
seyenieen States, and | am now ready to go on and 
verify what I said to the Senate the other day. 


This will of course interfere with the Senator from | 


New York, and I desire to give him this notice that 
he may know what I have to refer to. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 will my ask friend from New 
York to bear with me, and allow this subject to be 
considered now. 

Several Senarors. It is up for consideration 
now. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The Senator’s motion is 
not heard. 

Mr. FOOTE. I make none; for I understand 
the subject is now before the Senate for consider- 
ation. 

Mr. DICKINSON, I donot wish to run coun- 
ter to the feelings of the Senate. I certainly 
should be glad to get this motion of the Senator 
from Mississipi out of the way as soon a8 possi- 
ble, for, together with kindred motions, it has in- 
terfered with the public business for a long time, 
and if the vote isto be taken, | certainly shall make 
no objection. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 


{ believe I had the floor on this | 


, I suppose that the special order || 
was my motion of the other day; if it be not, 1 am | 











| Mr. BENTON. 
| of the reasons why the Senate should mix up 


| February, 1791. 


| tucky, of the 4th of February, 1791. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








| the amendment submitted by the Senator from 
| Connecticut, [Mr. Batpwry. ] 
Mr. BENTO Did the Senator from New 
| York hear what I uttered for his especial benefit, 
that before this vote was taken I had sixty years 
of legislation to examine? 
Mr. DICKINSON. | will ask the Senator from 
Mississippi if it will not answer all his purposes 
| if this subject should be laid over uatil the defi- 
| ciency bill is disposed of ? 
| Mr. FOOTE. Byno means. I look upon this 
| as the most important question that can come be- 





| fore us, and I cannot consent to ita postponement. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The hour has ar- || 


1 will do anything else almost to accommodate my 
friend from New York. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
questions pending, but I give notice that | shall 
feel it my duty to move the California bill be taken 
up whenever I[ can get the floor. 

Mr. President, I gave, as one 


nothing with this bill for the admission of Cali- 
fornia, the fact, that in the sixty years of legisla- 
| tion on the subject, and in the admission of seven- 
| teen States, there has been no example of mixing 
up any other matter with the admission of a State, 
but that every one has been admitted by itself, or, 
at all events, in company with another, so that the 
| circumstances were equal. It was supposed that 
there was some error in that statement of mine, 
and I deem it a very material thing, as it is pro- 
posed that we should how commence with doing 
by a new State what is without precedent in. the 
; annals of legislation, and which many feel to be a 
deep indignity to that State, that I shall, by refer- 
ence to the cases of admission of new States, show 
that such a thing has never been done before. 

The firat of the States which was admitted was 
Vermont. She was admitted by the act of the Ist 
of February, 1791, and nothing could be more 
brief and simple than that act of admission. 
entitled “* An act for the admission of the State of 
Vermont into the Union’’—a title which, of itself, 
excludes the idea of anything being mixed up with 
it. It says: 

“The State of Vermont having petitioned the Congress 


to be admitted a member of the United States, be it enacted 
by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 








enacted and declared, that on the fourth day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety one, the said State, by 


| the name and style of ‘ the State of Vermont,’ shall be re- 


ecived and admitted into this Union as a new and entire 
member of the United States of America,’ approved 18th 
(1 Stat. at Large, p. 191.) 


That is the act, sir, for the admission of the first 
State, and its simplicity and unity is worthy of all 
praise. 

The next was the act for the admission of Ken- 
It consents 
to the formation of the new State, and provides 
that, “on the lst day of June, 1792,’ it ** shall 
‘be received and admitted into this Union as a new 








| sion of the 


‘ and entire member ef the United States of Amer- 
‘ica.’? The act embraces no other subject. (See 
1 Stat. at Large, page 189.) 

Then comes Tennessee. She was admitted by 
the act of June 1, 1776 The act isin the briefest 
possible form, and contains no other subject what- 
ever. (See 1 Stat. at Large, page 491.) 

Then comes Ohio. The act was to authorize 
the formation of a constitution and State govern- 
ment, *‘ and for the admission of such State into 
the Union.”’ In this case, the acts authorizing the 
people to form a constitution and providing for the 
admission of the State into the Union, were one 
and the same. The admission was to take effect 
upon their complying with the requirements set 
forth, and it was therefore a complete act, and 
contained nothing but what related to the admis- 
State. Afterward there was an act 
passed for the due execution of the laws of the 
United States within the State of Ohio, and that 
act declares the.State to have become one of the 
States of this Union. (See 2 Statutes at Large, 

201.) Neither of these acts embrace any 
subject but what relates to Ohio, and the making 
of the laws of the United States obligatory upon 
her. 

Then comes Louisiana. She was admitted on 
the 8th of April, 1812. That act includes nothing 
that does not 701) . a State. (See . —_ 
at e, 701.) It has been suppo 
it did eed ae ebnastestion of it, it will be found 
that it contains nothing but what relates to the 


I dislike to interfere*with the | 


It is || 


| States of America in Congress assembled, and it is hereby | 


April 1]. 


j 2 ie 
admission of the State, and to perfect that ad. 
mission by giving force to the laws of the Uni 
| States within the State. The first section is, nt’ 
| Louisiana be admitted into the Union as an ind . 
pendent State, and provides for heradmission, The 
next section is to give effect to it, by allowing hes 
| one Representative in the House of Representatiy : 
| The next is, that the laws of the United Sia 
| Shall be enforced there, and then judicial circains 
_ and some officers are provided for. re is ak 
| ing in it but what provides for perfecting the ad, 
| mission, and what would have been contained na 
|| an act by itself, if it had not been joined to thea 
| of admission. In this particular there is a |jitij. 
|| diversity of action. On some occasions, the att 
_ which admits a State provides for the extension of 
| the laws of the United States to the State, but jp 
| a majority of cases it is all reserved and put in ay 
| act b itself, and the admission stands alone. 
| Indiana was admitted by joint resolution of the 
| 11th December, 1816. (See Stat. at Large, p. 399.) 
_ The resolution is entirely clear of apy other matier 
| than the mere admission. 

Mississippi was admitted by joint resolution of 
10th December, 1817, and it contains nothing be. 
| i) the simple admission. (3 Stat. at Large, p. 
1 Illinois was admitted by the joint resolution of 
3d December, 1818. It contains nothing but the 
| simple admission. (3 Stat. at Large, p. 436.) 
| Alabama was admitted by joint resolution of 
| 14th December, 1819. It contains nothing but the 
/admission. (3 Stat. at Large.) 

Maine was admitted by the act of 3d March, 
1820. It is a naked admission—nothing more, 
| (3 Stat. at Large, p. 544.) 

Missouri was admitted by joint resolution of 
| March 2, 1821. It contains nothing but admis. 
| sion, and a condition for the State to perform. (3 
Stat. at Large, p. 645.) 

This is the case in which the Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] had supposed something else 
| was mixed up with the act of admission; but it is 
| clear he confounded the act which authorized the 
meeting of the convention to form a State consii- 
tution with the joint resolution for the admission 
| of the State itself. The joint resolution was pos- 
terior to that time; it was passed the year after; 
and for that joint resolution the State of Missouri, 
and the whole Union, were indebted to the Sena- 
| tor from Kentucky himself. It is, that the State 
should comply with certain conditions, and upon 
a certified copy of the constitution being filed in 
the Department of State, the President should by 
proclamation declare the admission complete, and 
the State to be in the Union; all of which was 
done, and in fact occasioned very little delay, for 
| the General Assembly of Missouri met very soon 
| after the adjournment of Congress, and passed an 
act of compliance, which was sent to the Presi- 
| dent, and he, by prociamation, declared the State 
| in*the Union. 

| Michigan was admitted by the act of the 22i 














| January,1837, and it is a naked admission. 
Iowa and Florida were admitted by the same act, 
on the 3d March, 1845. The act contains nothing 
| that does not relate to those States. | have the 
acts here, and have looked over them, and that is 
the only instance in which two States were coupled 
together in the same bill at the time of their admis- 
sion. They were put together, it is true, but they 
were subjects of equal dignity, and there was noth- 
ing in the act which related to anything upon 
| earth but themselves and the extension of the laws 
| of the United States. Here is the only exception 
| up to that time, and that exception has been over: 
ruled before, as 1 will show. Before that time, | 
| say, it was overruled, since it was before that Ar- 
kansas and Michigan were admitted. They were 
before this body at the same @me. Their consti- 
tutions were referred to the several commitiees at 
the same time, and they were reported upon in 
separate bills. ‘Phey were conducted through this 
Chamber pari passu, but they were not put in the 
same bill. It was held to be the right of each State 
to have a separate consideration, and, that 
pressed, there was no junction at all—they 
separately. 

Arkansas was admitted by the act of the 26th of 
January, 1837. It was a naked admission, (Sé 
| Stat. at Large, p. 144.) , ; , 
| Texas was admitted we piiee resolution on the 

Ist of March, 1845, and Wisconsin was admitted 














by the act of 3d March, 1847. The act for the 
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